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my When T had faiſted gn. tufdgren the. duly 


of the Court of the Gentiles about Predetermi- 
nation, this ſhorter Treatiſe came to my Hand ; 
On the ſame Subject, Plain and Eaſie ; not Fettering or Vex- 
ing the Reader with School Diſputes ; Sound and Judiciouſly | 
done if I may Judge : And T hope none will like it the worſe, 


becauſe the $1 i is a Non-Conformiſt, or becauſe be hath 


gone for an Independent. 'Think not that we bave communi- 
cated Notions, becauſe be ſaith the ſame that I do, for Tam 
a Stranger to him, and never ſaw his Face : But i thank God 


that the Church hath any ſuch, and. O that they were more. 


Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they {hall be Cal- 


| Jed the Children of God. Seeing it bath pleaſed God to 


permit Satan, and. ſome otherwiſe Honeſt men, to- ſow Tares 
While we ſlept, and to Hazard the Church and the Soules of 
Men, by very dangerous Writings of Late,. I think you ſhould 
With Thankfueſs receive this Antidote from: this Worthy Ser- 
4 2 vant: 


_ TheEpiſlleto the Reader}. . Z 
vant of Chriſt, _ T add this Notice, that he hath a Treatiſg 
of Juftification new Licenſed, Written With the Jo Helio 

_ Spirit and Judgment, Neglet it not becauſe there is ſo much 

Written on that-Subjett ; - for it tells you more than is ordinarily 


told you, and there are few things written thereon with eau, 
Judgment and plainly fitted to the Edifying of the meaneſt 7 a- 


hacity, if he underſtand the matter aright, Whois 
1; earneſt Defurer of Truth, Live and Concord, 


Ka.oae'4 


| EUR 24 8 __- Rich. Baxter, 
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MIDDLE WAY. . 
PREDETERMINATION 
$960 Vorninb a Eo  -  E 


T's. not unknown to Perſons ſoberly Inquiſitive into Trath, of what 
Importance, and ConcernmentinReligion it is, ſo-far forth as'in 
us lierh, to have a right Underſtanding, and: due Conception' in 
{ our Mind;: touching the Notive' Power: of Mah, in or unto the 
| ſpecifying and determining, of lis own Afts or Actions: as alſo 
of the Influence and Caufality:of God, in; and unto the determination 
of the ſame : What is. God*s:Intercft, and what is mins, inthe Exiftence 
[eſpecially] of thoſe ſinful: motions and ations of man; which God 
dehorteth.trom, . and ſo: ſeverely: doth:prohibir and' puniſh' him for. | A 
Miſconception therein. on the! one hand): or the other, may expoſe us 
unto the Charging of God fooliſhly, even whil't we take'our felves to 
be pleading of his Cauſe; and may occaſion in us unb<coriming thoughts 
of ourſelves, and hardithoughts of him, unworthy the Revelatiotr that 
he hath made of himſelf to us, tending to Expunge'ont of out Souls/all 
due 'ſenſe. of Sin, and acknowledgment-of the Holineſs,” and of the 
Equity of Gods Law, and of his Righteouſneſs it his! procedure: theres 
upon with vs, 21.9 | iS 23-499: 65 500 
. The Thefisor Pofition-which | maintain,- i ſhort is this, namely, That 
God doch noe Premove,: or by his: Tranfient Influened as the! firſt 'cayſe; 
Predetetmin& men:umo. all:and/every of their A&&ts or Ations what fo- 
ever; cdr-in-/partiouſe-to:choſe' which arc: ſinful 3-ſuch as Blafphemy; 


” 


' Inceſt, Murder; &, i1/pecir;'' - | 


A : It's 


[2 
 Itr'snot my Deſign to enter the Liſts with any one in the way of Diſpu- 
tation; nor (ball 1 at all intereſt my felf in the conteſts of othcr men 
' Leirnedand Pious, engiped in that Controverſic'about Predetermina- ' « 
© tion,-- I ſhall onely ſpeak the ſenſe of my own Soul nakedly therein, and 
What hath been the-reſult of my thoughts upon my molt Sedulous en- 
- Quiry for ſome 'years paſt into the Queſtion 3 which bordereth much 
upon PraQtice, although controverſial, no man but ar one time or other 
will have his Thoughtsexexciſed more+or leſs about it. - It's a queſtion 
wherein, as well the:wiſeſt of the Heathen, as of the Chriſtian World 
have been engaged : as well Papiſts, as Protcitants ; and that, cqually 
among themſelves, as well as cach againſt other. 
 Andit were earneſtly to be wiſhed that Controverſies in Religion were 
managed with more Candour and Moderation, without Animolities, 2nd 
Perſonal RefleQtions, that. it might appear that it:is. the Cauſe of. God 
”  fingly, notour own that we plead; and that it is the diſcovery and pro- 
| motion of Truth alone that we deſign ; which the venting of Humane 
Paſſion may hinder, but can never. further the intertainment of. 
- Nor ſhallI trace the Schools at all in their Notions and various Exp'ica- 
tions of the matter under conſideration. It's every Souls concernment 
to underſtand itin ſome meaſure; 'and they who cannot. Philoſophiſe, may 
for oughtI know, have as dye a Conception and ſound Judgment therein, 
a$to the maine, plainly deduced fromthe word of God, as'the moſt 
Learned, Yealdoapprehend, thar Philoſophical Diſputes, in-conjuncti- 
on with an undue Vencration of ſome men whom they affeQt, is thar 
which hath rendered the Truth vailed unto many.. For my part, 1 have 
choſen rather tg ſtudy Catechiſmes, next to the Bible, for my 4iretion 
herein,' than/the Dictates of: Philoſophical men:; rather conſulted the 
ConviQtion of Conſcience, and ſenſe of Mankind, than their Scholaftical 
determinations. ods FED <1, 
_-.'Butto come to the Matter it ſeif, Some things Preliminary, for the 
dug Stating of the Queſtion, -andſor Explicationſake, mult be infifted on 
I ws THe oted ted: 1:5, 27 ot Pires 10 Nees tec nf 
. (1). Thequeſlion is not: touching Gods Science, Preſcience,-or-Fore- 
knowledge of all fuiturities, his foreſighgof all the freeſt aftions of man, 
one as well as the. other. For ſuppoſing that God will create man, - and 
- make him. a free agent, yer murable;: and put him under a Law, and 
 Tyſtaio him in his opperations.,., It's granted, that by hisown. infinite -per- 
«tion, . he. might. do; and did foreſee in-Eternity,, what he woyſd iffue in, 
asfuture, 1/a. 41,'22,23. allhis aQtionsgood and evil; ever the: fin of 
them, In concrero & abſtralts, Yea the formalc of it, *its ayomz, or :ir- 
x © Fo regularity 
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| regularity (which ſome term a non ens.) he forcknew, but the mo#uu or 


the.way and manner how God foreſeeth all future contingencies, eſpe- 
cially the Fall of man, and of Angels, is to us unknown ; at leaſt | ſhall 


_ not for my part enterpriſe todetermine itz No principle of the Chriiii- 


it neceſſary for us to underſtand, The preſcience- of 
God nil ponit in _—_ puts nothing into the creature ; it infers no more 
than a logical neceſſity of exiſtence ix ordine dicends, ancceſſity of conſe- 
quence only, Fob. 12. 39. Itſhail be; not of conſequent, or in ordine 
cauſands, nothing of cauſality, (nor is it concerned at all in the manner of 
the Subjects determination of itlielf, or of it's operation, (which is the 
object of his foreknowledge) whether it be a principio diſſico, from, a 
from a Principle cxtrinſecal toit z as when a ſtone moves upwards - or 
impetu naturali ;, as whenit moves downwards : or ſpoxte ; as brutes act ' 
void of coaQtion : or voluntarie & libere,according to a judgment of Rea- 
ſon, as man, ſreely, ſtill God foreſeeth the event ; but his foreſight 
cauſeth it not.) Gods foreſight,, or knowledge, what I ſhall or will do to 
morrow, (if I live) bath no influenceatallintothe determining me there- 
unto; it leaveth me equally free and indetermined, as if he foreknew it - 
not at all. Nor 's it more difficult to me to conceive or fathom, how God 


an Religion LEOCERg 


ſhould in Eternity foreſee the ſreeſt ation of his creature, which yethe, 


predetermineth not to, but leaveth ſtill ini:s own naturecvitable, and 
contingept, than it is to me to form-any: conception of his. Eternity, or 
how-he came. to te God :. wherein | am loft, Ex nihilo nibil fir, that. 
of nothing, nothing is made, .is a cogent an argument to me,.. to prove: 
that the world mult necds be Eternal, as any thatever I met withto prove 
that God cannot foreſee, what he doth not decreeto effi, or that which 
he determineth not the creature to. |: God forcſaw that Ananias would 

not, not that he could not, diſpoſe of the price of his eſtate as he pretend-. 
ed to do; that he would not, nat that,;he could not forbear to lie, 4. 


© 5. 3; 4. He could not indced make; God ignorant; yet he cold have 


done otherwiſe than he did, for all Goo's knowledge that he would.not 
ſodo. Nay, pollibly it may prove no leſs d.fficultto make out what 


.ſome do ſo Peremptorily fix upen asthe way in which, or manner how 


God in Erernity ſoreſcethall things that ſhall ever come to. paſs ; namely. 
in his own Decree, giving them a futuric:on in the firſt place, and thence 
taking the /dea of them, in his own will : ſince that in Erermiry there is 
no prixs and poſterius one thing before an other, it conſiſtsin a Poixr : 
beſide, that the free At of God will have no neceſſary connexion with his 
Being, nor do they by way of emanation reſult therefrom, Eph. 1. 11. 
Who can make out theſe tings? Can anyone define or reſolve boy, 
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God himſelf ſhould fore-fce, and fore-appoint things to come,” and yet. 


notwithſtanding their Futurition, or Shall-be,ſtil] we are to conceive ofhim 
(wherein he hath not bound himſelfby expreſs law, or promiſe to the con- 


rrary, ) as retaining a liberty pro arbitrio, whether this or the other thing. 


ſha} come to paſs or not ; unleſs we will take away atid.deftroy the reaſon 
and foundation 'of Prayer, according to that of the"Pbet, Deſine fats 
| Deimflelti ſperare precando, let us never think by prayer to move God 
' to reverſe his determinations, or to alter that-which he foreſees, and there- 
fore will, and muft be, We ought notto pray, only, for that it is our 
dutyy and as that which fell alſo within Gods predetermination; bur we 
are in our addrefſesto him, fu 7 mp a national calamity, or a par- 
ticular diſtreſs, to conceive of him, as yei free athis pleafure to profper, 
or blaſt us, in the very inſtant wherein we pray to him, and accordingly 


as we ſhall demean our ſelves, we may expect from him, though we have 


no certainty of the event. Fer. 18.7, 9. Fonah 2.9, Zeph.2.3. Exod. 
32,31, 32.' 2 Cor. 12. 8, And not think that” once he could: help us, 
antecedently .ta"his determination, or befaxe the contrary was future ; 
but that-now he is not at liberty as before'to proceed ctther way, or to 
be moved by any Addreſs to him, &-c. .and yet to form any adequate con- 
ception of the conſiſtency of theſe things,may be to us impoſſible. 


, (2) Nor is the queſtion'touching Gods preordination, or free decree 
of allaQtions, orevents, [either eficie2do or permittendo?] whether they 
be/ god or evil : though deny that the decree of God did enter into 


them after the ſame way and manner. God did from Eternity predeſti- 


nate, 'or decree ſome of 'fallen. man, (fallen I menn, zt #7 eſſe cognito, 


ſuch in the foreknowledpe of Gag), Ynto ſalvation, and unto faith and' 
. A230. Eph. 1.4, .5.,2 Theſ. 2. 

; 'And.the ſame doth and ſhall come 
ey that God did fo decree the'fall of 
) 


holineſs in order thereuntog” 'Ro# 
1:3: Hedid decree to aſe f6,t 
'16'paſ asthe'FffeFrof Bat 1devy that God did 
man ( though he did-to'-petmit jt, J or that he did fo predeſtinate any 
man-unto unbclicf,” impenitency,. and rebellion, the Material of ir. 
Thus thelearned Biſhop Davenant in his Animadyerſionsagainſt Haard, 


miks p.' 105. Predeftination 5s a cauſe effetthal in+ rhe producing of all 
| Paifoeonr atidig: "Byt teprobation ( or preterition) is no effetual 
cituſe in the producing of any wicked ations. And, we bold nit that 


| God bath determined th' produce any had attions in men, as impenitency, . 


or tbe like, fo P. 258. Predeterminarion in this fenfetakep, as an imma- 
nent at-19-God, and the ſme with, his decree, preciſely in its ſelf; Ir 
itxno more into his Subje&than'his bare Prefcience; ' Howthe event, 
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TH : 4s & WH a On 
or things decreed ſhall be brought abour falls within the decree too'; But 
that belongs to the execution, and is de modo ;, which my be; as well by - 


_._ permitting, or ordering things (ſoasto aſcertain the exiſtence of what is 


decreed; ) as by affective production, or cauſative determination, and 
ſpecifying the operation. of the creature, in perſuance of his decree, 
andfuch a difference there is: Gods will giveth Being and Exiſtence to the 


| Object of his\love; Not fo of his hatred : but preſuppoſeth it only there; 


and yet both the one and the other, are births lying in'the womb of his E- 
ternal decree, whether they ſhall have a truce Exiſtenceornot, Even 
tou-hing the evil,  projeftions, and ations of men, God hath predefi- 


- ned; which of their contrivances ſhall take effe&t, and which not ; what 


Weapon ſhall be improſperous, and what ſhall proſper, Dan. 8.25. 
and 11,25,27. 1f4.54.15,17.Fer.47.7. 1ſ4.44.7. his ceterminate counſell 
and purpoſe is concerned therein, ſa.46.10. At.4.28. Of which more 
hereafter, AY Spe If 
- (3) Neither is the queſtion touching the providence of God, (either in 
the ſuſtentation or conſervation of the Being- of man, orof his concourfe 
ro the enabling him unto the produCtion of his Acts and opera'ions in ge- 
neral; nor of his irfluence and cauſation as to good ations; (nor yet 
touching his order and government of the world, ) butitis, of his pre- 
curſe, or tranſient influence, unto the determination of the SubjeR, in 
the exerciſe and ſpecification of his Acts, antecedently (at leaſt in order 
of nature) to his own determination, and that in refation to evil- ations 
eſpecially,whereof weare enquiring, Here is granted. x 
1, That the creature, 2s to all its ations in general, hath its depen- 
dance upon God the firſt cauſe, on his 'manutenency and ſupportation 
bothin eſſe & operarj, as to his Being and Motion, P/al. 104. 30. Neb. 
9.6, and conſequently that to all ations incommon, Khether good, or 
evil, (ſo.in like manner to all operation of every creature,) ſuch a ſuſ- 
tentation and concourſe of :God there is necefſary thereunto, as where- 
by he preſerveth the order of nature, and enableth-every cauſe to pro- 
duce its effe& : and, that by his continual energetical operation and in- 
flux (which is the Tame) he doth concurr with the reaſon and free wilt 
of man, at lealt concomitanter,in its own eleQtion and free determination, 
as that whereupon the Will in acting, the AQts of the will, and its Actions 
willed, do depend, and without which rhe Agent could not ſubſilt nor” 
move of himſelf at all, 4. 17. 28. Row. 13. 36. But it hence follow= 
eth not but that man hath a ſeif determining power, (that preſuppoſedY 
as to ſome acts, or actions, which he bath not loſt his capacity unto, t' 


The 


The Providence of God, whereby he upholdethall things, Heb. r, 


3. and by his generalinfluence doth preſerve, and keep alive the power, Þ 


and operation of the creature, doth differ from Creation : that is the 
production of ſomething outof nothing ſimply, er out of the power 


of Nature, orof any ſecond cauſe; this is the ſuſtentation of ſomething. 


already in Being, ſupplying it with ſtrength for the reduction of its 
Power into Act. It'sof the ordinary, and'mediate providence of God 
that I am ſpeaking, in the execution whereof, he cooperateth withithe 
- creature, yet ſo as that the creature hath its immediate. influence i:.to the 
ſpecifying the effect, by virtue of its proper Form, and God aeth, 


- but mediantibus ſuppoſitis, ac virtutibus cauſarum ſecundarnm, a3 Ames 


expreſſeth it, mediately according to the law of the Being, or the powerg- 


and peculiar nature, or virtue of the ſecond cauſe, already ſtamp't up- 
on it, (ſpecifying the Act or operation of the*firſt cauſe here, ina ſenſe, 
unleſs he will change or turn the courſe of nature, Fer. 31. 35, 36.) 
Gods influence by his preſence and virtue reacheth unto all and every op- 
eration of the creature, yet it is according to their nature ; he cauſeth 
not fire to coole, or the water to burn; It were a miracle if it ſhould, 
Let but the general influence of the Heavens, reach the Trees, and 
herbs,” andevery one will bring forth its own kind ; the Effect is alrea- 
dy in-the Cauſe; it's no creation. | 


So for man,of whoſe eſſence it is to have dominionover his own ations, 


or a liberty of ſpecification of his own aCts within his ſphere, by the Law 


of his Creation : thEPrinciple is preexiſtent inthe Subje, which we call 
a power, ( adatumtotheaQ, clſe its no power ) ſuppoſing the com- 
mon providence and aſſiſtance of God, A, 17.28. (in whoſe hands our 
life and breath is, Gen. 2.7, James 4. 14, 15.) he can determine him- 
ſelf this way, or the other, according to his judgment of reaſon and dif- 
eretion, ſuch as it is; elſehe is no man, but a meere machine, inferiour 
to all the reſt of the creation of God; to be ſure not capable of being 
the Subject of moral government. In ſuch ſenſe as every ſpecies of 
creatures are ſaid to have their different nature, .tendency, or law of 
operation connate to them, ſuited to their Being, (which providence 
works, )) of their own: ſois the aCtuation thereof conſonantly thereun- 


to, their own, andefſential to them, as well as the Principle; no crea- 


tive AR,but the Law of their creation. What meaneth the plaſtick virtue. 
given tothe earth, and plants, Gen, 1. 11, orthe prolifick power of 
_ otherliving creatures, p. 22, or therational faculties or aQtive Powers 
wherewith God furniſhed man, p. 26. if they be not a Power unto a 
ſo long as their natureabidescntire, and is ſuſtained, and no impediment 
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- aswellto be Humbled before God, for his Will-nots, as his Can-nots ; 


| ed 5 
be inthe way ? take away ation, and you take away Life and Soul, The 
Nature of a ſtone abiding} it will fall downwards, without -any premo- 
rionextrinſecal to its ſelf; and 'fo will the Fire burn, if it's quality 
which is eſſenti3l to it be. conſerved; and the Beaſt will follow its inſtinct, 
ſo longas its nature remaineth, and determine its ſelf to, or turn to the 
right hand or the left at the call of its Own:r, according as it is Diſciplin- 
ed; It is within its power, .if no natural Impediment hinders; and 
ſurely the ſame is not wanting to man ſuitably unto his Nature, through 
the aforeſaid common Providence of God, (without his being Phyſically 


- Predetermined therein by him;) a power to ſpecifie his acts according 


to his own Inclination, in reference to hisnatural actions, unto which b 
the Apoſtacy he isnot diſabled; and fiaſul ations, to which by it he is 


- vitiouſly preponderated and diſpoſed, This the Senſe of. all Mankind 


doth give inits ſuffrage to; Gods ordinary Supportation and Concurſe is 
ſufficient, to the flux of an cfte, within the limits of the cauſe, or its 
power 4 natura 5ndita or inſita, by God given it unto ſuch effec. 

| 2. As togood Actions, ſavingly ſuch ; It's granted, that beſides the 
firſt Change wrought by God in the Soul rendring Potent, Habile, and 
diſpoſed to ſuch As, new-biafſing, or invincibly turning, and inclin- 
mg it towards God and Holineſs, unto which it was before Imporent 


_ and wickedly averſe, Epb: 2. 1,10. and-4. 22, 23. there is {till ne- 


ceffary a continued Influx of more than ordinary Divine Aſi tance, to 
keep alive, and to influence and determine the Soul unto thoſe Acts of 


*true Piety or Holineſs whichit hath the next power of, or is in an im- 


mediate capacity unto ; and that, on the account of the remaining dark-_ 
neſs of the m.nd, .and the prevalent Counter-attings of the Law of Sin, 
the Reliques whereof are yet ab'ding, Rem.7. Gal.F5. and the weak- 
neſs and imperfeCtionof Grace, Rev.”3. 2. This is the 72 Siacw x; 72 tnrgyery | 
the Will and the Deed whereof the Apoſile ſpeaks, Phil. 3, 13. and 
Chriſt Jeſus is to thatiend Codſtituted to be aHead of vital Influx to them, 
Col;:2. 19. Fob. 15.4. and.Supplics are promiſed of God to them, in. 
waiting upon himfor the ſame; t/a. 40. 31, Eph. 3.16. gnd accordingly, 
ſo far forth as the Inclinations and Actions of Gods People are regular 
and gracious, ſo far its granted to be owing tothe Grace of Chriſt, and 


' the Operation of his Spirir, 2 Cor. 9. 15. -but ſois not the imperfetion. 


thereof, not owing to God atall; no more than any other neglect, 

- A Godly man through the Divine help, -2 Per. 1. 3. may or can act, 
or he may. ſuſpend his Acts in an ordinary way ; there is no Saint living - 
that doth all the-good which he might or could do ; or that hath not cauſe 


fox. 


—_— 


for bis NepteQs in what he had grace ſufficient for,awaiting him, 2 Pee. 5. 
8;'9. and be could have helped. And, ſuppoſing him. Predetermined ar 
any-time (after the mannerof his firſt Converkon) in-his Gracious.ope- + 
rations, in purfuince of Gods EleCtion 3 when negligent or relapſing, 
prevented or recovered, Lak. 22,32. It followeth not that God is the 
Determiner of him to what is imperfect on ſinful,accompanying the AQt to 
the which he is ſo Premaved, or Determined; not to the mererzale of it. - 
| Suppoſe a'man, for Inſtance, - ts be cfficaciouſly excited. by God to give 
2 an Almsto.a'Diſciple, '(which-is good): and withah that he hath an ad- 
__ mixtureof Oftentation in his mind accompanyingit, (which is lin; Aſae, 
6. 1.) ſuch Thought is of himſelf, or- of the Devils: injecticn, not. of 
God's : and'if his Charity were difpoſed to a Diſciple, and. not by him 
dcfigned to be beſtowed on-him in the name of a Diſciple, ar. 10. 42. 
that Ormſhon-was his own; nothing of God's ;/ all that God, cauſed! or 
effeed was good; and what was irregular or ſinful: was de ſuo of his 
"own, #1 covcrete, both the At, and Omiſſion ;, as. well the Subſtrate ' 
matter of which the fin is denominated, as the fin its ſelf in its abſtract - | 
natureadhereing-thereunto, - Et | 
 ASto the Mannerof God's Operation or: the Soul in-its firſt Change, I 
take it tobe unto us very far unknown ; nor do think: any Article of Re- | 
ligion'ro depend onthe ſtating of: the ſame. Some. athirm.a. Phyſical pre- 
determination of God, of alllandevery the Acts-and Operations of man , 
6-7 ſich Phyfical-precurſe, and efficient pre-exciting and: determining influ- 
. encethey afſert to-accompany, andits be-neceſlary alfo to the ſpecifica- » 


tion of any At whatſoever, whether gogdor evil, as that without which ? 
the Crextnrecould never-actor determineitsf{clf at all. To meitfeems j 


hard'to make out, whether there be anyſuch way:of: Gods determination 

of man, -asthattermed! Phyſical in ContradiſtinCtion to_Moral,, though 
here, as to good would motreadily admit it; (for to evil1do peremp- 

_ torily deny it): I mean to good aftions; forit's non-ſenſe to ſpeak 'of Pre- 
-determitation Phyſical or Moral either,; to, ought. buy the:a&t on aRijon, 

whictis'good or evil, upon'anatceunt Adventitious,. and/Extrinſecal-to 

its ſelf. as related to Law. 'Whatit isi] fay' that-God'doth imtheCon:+ 

verſion of a fianer, as tothe way of working: thar firſt Turn tochimſelf, 

| ſeems tv me difficyltts findout,, Fob: 3: 8: 18. fuch- a Pliyfical operation 

po” there be; terminating on-the entity of the Sofl; (40 muſt'agwell reach 
the body.troo, the Miniſterial and Organical parts; whicharealſo.ſfaid to 

FR be ſanQified, 2 Theſ! 5. 23:) it may'conſkt in the ſuſcitation: orielevation 

of its naturalſacuſties, -rendring'thery capable of taking'in a new Impreſ; 

fioh; or irradiation, fromthe Word'and'Spirit,to-which-tlic ſoub was.dif- 
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| abledbefore; which ſome underſtand by Vivification or Quickning, 1 Cor+ 


15. 45-. Eph.2.1, andopeningthe Heart, AG. 16, 14, and Underſtand- 
ing, £»k, 24. 45, Bending alſo, and applying the Faculty to the QbjeRt, 
in order to its receiving of the Impreſs and ſtamp thereof upon it, Fob. 33. 
16, the Sigperare of Truth upon the Mind and Heart, all which I deny 
not; but ſijll, evident it is That God worketh not any Moral Change on the 
Underftanding otherwife than objectively, alſo by offering Reaſon to it, or 
propoſing that before it which invincibly bindeth it to-an admittance there- 
of, Hof. 11. 4+ and the Goſpel is the deepeſt Reaſon, and Faith the moſt 
ſolid Underſtanding, ar. 13.44, 45. 1/4.1.18. the Wordof God isthe 
Seed of the New Birth out of all queſtion, 7am. 1. 18, 1 Pet. 1, 23. 
and that as propoſed to the mind, 1 Cor, 4. 15. and intertained there, 
Fan. 1,21, Nordoth God work on the Will or Aﬀections, or Execu- 
tive power in Converſion, otherwiſe than Mediante ratione by the inter- 
vention of Reaſon, 1 Cor, 2. 4. notby any Phyſical attingency immediate- 
ly, but by Moral Suaſion, and Objective Propoſal, by the Mind, the eye 
of the Soul. God ſhall perſwade Fapber, Gen 9g. 7. By objeRtive Prg-+ 
poſal, and moral Suaſion, I do not intend onely,' that of God Externally, 
in his Word Commanding, Perſwading, Counſelling, &-c. or-in and by 
the Miniſtry of Man ; but moreover his Internal application to the Soul 
m the Miniſtry of the Word, or otherwiſe; where yet the Word is the 
Inſtrument in the handof the Spirit, working ina Moral way ; efficiently 
to0.in # Senſe; yet not modo Phyſeco after the manner of a real Impulſe, 
or proper Phyſical Action or Cauſation. God knoweth how to reach the 
Reaſon, and EleQtive Faculty, the main Springs of the Soul, and how to 
faſtena Nail there, Eccl. 12, 11. a fit Word, ſpoken on his Wheeles, 


Prov. 25. 11. howto catch the;Soul e*re it is aware, Zi. g. 10. to allure 


and draw, Capt. 1.4. (not wats phyſico, by proper phyſical determina- 
tion Itake it, but) by convincing Reaſoa and Teaching, InſtruQing with 
a ſtrong hand, 1/e.8, 11. Every man that hath-heaxd and learned of the 


- Father, cometh unto me, Fob. 6.44, 43. is made WAling, Pſal. 110.3. 


the Stony Heart, all Prepoſſcſſion and Averſation againſt God and Godli- 
neſs, is removed, Ez#k. 36. 26. andiis ſenſe. of things is changed, Xow. 


_ 8:5. andthe new manis put, on, viz;.'ina Moral ſenſe, -Epb. 4. 24. the. 


propenſion and inclination of the Subjealteredand changed, and become 
a radicated Principle inthe Soul, diſpoſing it unto Holineſs. 2 bk 
If the Devil can ſo farovermatch the Underſtanding of man, when by 


God leſt. to his deluſiogs, that an 'Erieyia an eficual working is aſcri-- 


bed to him; 2 The. 2.9.( Whom yet all acknowletge to work: anly mar- 
ally and objectively, I Kipg. 22..4 L) WW ho.can ſay but.that God, who 
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a aL 
' is more intimate to man than he is to himſelf, can-fo accommodate 
' his Word, and follow it by Internal ſuggeſtion, ſo fit it asa keyto the 
heart of the ſinner faſt locked againſt him, as to ſhoot aſide the bolt, the 
- diſſenting power, and (to overperſwade-and invincibly determine himto 
. - 4 204 poſſe repudiare, an impoſſioility- of withſtanding any longer the Call 
_ "of Cnoriit, -or to afree, yetcertain entertainment” of 'it, without ſuch a 

phyſical influx as ſome inſiſt fo much -upon, flecting the will, and prede- 
* termining itin' its operation, and ſpecification: of its Acts, in a way con- 
 tradiſtinCt to that we are ſpeaking of, and: wherein it 1s not concerned, 
The 'Natural- facultiegof the foul, its powers of underſtanding, - reafo- 
ning alſenting, ' willing; and its affections of loving, hating, -&, 
are ont of doubt 2 prima cauſa,” from God as the firit cauſe, who giveth 
Being to all things ; and the exertion of thoſe powers into aCt 7 linea phy- 
fica, is from him ; they aredependent Beings, and cannot reduce them- 
ſelves into a&'or excrciſe without his influence or affiltance-; Ard that in 
the way of ' phyſical concurſe and cooperat on, before and after converſi- 
.on*the ſame, A. 26. 22. and moreover, it's with me out of queſtion, 
that the Lord doth anticipate and prevent-the foul in a more than ordinary 
way, _inits firſt Turn to him, Fer. 1, 18. 2 Tem. 2,25. rectifying all the 
powers of the forl, the mind, will, affeftions &c, Turning them to their 
TR" ObjeR, and diſpoſing them'to their right Uſe, and End ; that he ſpe- 
ciieth and determineth the ſouls Ats and operitiogs in converfion, which 
_ *i5 their modification; as well as concurreth to their Entity, 'or enableth to 

- their exiitence inthe general as acts or- attions, The queſtion only is, 
Whether this determination of the natural powers of-the-ſoul (to a believ- 
:j-g in God, a liking,- loving, willing, chuſing of the ge of God, or of 


oy 


, 


"the Spirit; © dived oppofitexgthechantelwhereinthe ſon in theegreſs or 
"exertife of thoſe powers or aRts'rani befors*that,; whillt it believed the 


'Devil rathet thag/God,-liked and prefertedithe' world and-the' pleaſing of 
the fleſh ibovethe pleaſing of God, loved ſi», and hated (iriQt piety) whe- 
| ther Tay God doth change the courſe of the ſoul, anddetermine its opera- 

tions'as defores lmicangive to) will and to-do,! yea effeually.cauſe ſoto do 
by any "phyſical Fyeturſe; o?1Preddrermination, /diftinG or different from 
*the power whith he tendeth'ts endblerhearexture toall and everyits natu-= | 
"'Fal motions and'oPerations3- or whichhimfelf evermore excrteth_therein ; 
 orby a moral agency only; whether he draweth and rurneth the foul, as the 


impulſe; 02 a5 the Z3ſbtr doth the: Fiſbahenihe hapketh it, (or in- order! to. 


_ "kg 'b[layiipthebaig'befvre it, where the plea furcoh\rhe bair 
_ TT is the farcie, doth allure: and Uraw it, 'this wayor What, 
Sas, on ts Li it 


vi 
£ 
* 


"Fiſher doth the F;jþ when he hath it upon his hook and line, 'by. a phyficat {! 
-ph\the baitror hopesof ] 
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fill it hath takn it in, or ſwallowedit z which is an objeive drawing, - and, 
1:ke to that which is morabin men? ( I mean it not in the Arminarnſcnte, 


ſo -as to leave the ſoal-indifferent, or the Will in ſuſpenſe, that what ever 
God doth on the contrary,: it itill may eventually will, or, nill, chuſe, or 
refuſe, caſt the ballance this way, or the other 3. but ) whether Gods actu- 
al efficacious and powerfull determination. of theWll of the ſinner indecli- 
nably to Good, many not be effected, and brought about by the way of 
moral operation, or caufation (as well as phyſical) where the /oul ſpecifi- - 
ethits own Act, in a way more congruous to its nature, and yet cango no 
other way in its elections without offering an'affront to the diftate of its 


-own Reaſon and Underſtanding, Pal. 1 19. 36, 8. Luk, 15. 17.: Firſt rei- 


fied by the ſpecial Grace and help of God, Col. 3. 10. 7eb. 33. 16. Fer. 
31.11; Foh, 4. 10.-(after the ſame manner) by a divine Inculcation of 
Truth, and fixation thereof upon it, to a ſaving illumination, ar. 5. 22. 
Fob. 14. 26. and 16. 8. But that Goddoth not either the one way or the 
other, predetermine men to aQtions wicked and ſinful, Iitake here for 
grant, ' and ſhall hereaſter prove : I mean, neither by external legal Com- 
manding, counſelling, or perſwading ; nor by internal moral ſuaſion, or 
Suggeſtion, ( which is yet more powerfull) tempting, or ſoliciting effectu- 
ally thereunto 5 much leſs by any phyſical Thruſt, or premotion of the 
Will that he ſhould influenceit inevitably and inſuperably 1n its eleCtion of 
two objects lyingevenly before it; one good the other evil, to chuſe and 
determine it felf to that which is moſt nefariouſly wicked; which at the 
ſame time he dehorteth from, and declareth his. abhorrency of, and threat- 
neth to puniſh, Dur. 29. 20. - F REY 5 MT 
. Hereby the-way, let metake occaſion tonote the diſadvantage, which 
(to my beſt underſtanding) I conceive thetruth of God to have recciv- 
ed, inthe management thereof in the Point.now mentioned, by thoſe who 
go the way of phyſical Predetermination, whilii ſober and worthy men 
of that perſwaſion, in their popular Sermons, undertaking ( as one doth 
in print) to vindicate the Sovercignty of the Grace of God in the begin- 
ing and carrying on of mans converſion, and ſalvation, and for the mainte- 
nanceof the neccſſity of effetual grace therein, ſhall pitch upon ſuch 
mediums as theſe, namely (1) That the denial thereof, difparageth Gods 
providence ; For that it breaks the eſſential ſubordination berween the ſe- 
cond cauſe and the firſt. (2) It deſtroys prefcience ; for how then can 
God infallibly foreſee the Motions of the Will,and the Effects depending 
onit, the event being uncertain? (3) It deifies the Will, making it ſupream 
and independeit upon God himſelf, &c. which do as well prove, and are 
the main'arguments brought for the maintaining of Gods efficaciqus prede- 
| ol B 2 _* © _ - termtnation 
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termination of tet in and aiito their Unbelief, Rebellion and all the moſt 
impious aCtions whereof the nibſt profligate finner is guilty 5 and cuts the 
throat of the fourth argument ; that it aboliſhes all prayer and thanksgi- 
ving : for that, on the former Hypotheſes, the meaning of ſuch prayer to_ 

God mutt beonly, that he would change his operation, and ceaſe to pre- 
move anddetetmine theWil to that,which he had all alongbefore guided and 
overruled it to 5 that he would counterwork his own prior determination, 
and nowturn it, and determine the Willto pood, as before to evil ; which 

 isa ſtrange notion of prayer, Nor can the ſoulin good earneſt thank him 
for it, Wiky done, if it be indeed really convinced that it might not thank 
it felf that ir'was done no ſooner : or that it may thank-God that it ſo long 
refiſted his Spirit, and walked in the path-way: of deſtruction, in every 
inſtance whereof, it was efteQtually predetermined by a ſuperiour apent, 
on whom it had its dependence, who foreſaw all irs motions, who had an 
abſolute ſupremacy over its Will, and unto whoſe efficient energetical Ope- 
ration it could not but be obſequious. If we had noother medium to op- 
poſe Arminianiſmby, inthePoint of effeual Grace, I ſhould take our 
caſe for deſperate; andthe remedy to be no leſs dangerous than the diſ- 
caſe. But to procecd, WE on Tg es | 

3. As to the Providence of God in the Government of the World; It's. 

Sranted, that God.doth not carry itas a meer SpeQtator, but that his Pro- 
vidence is poſitively ative in the difpoſal'of all Eyents under the Sun; even 
to-a ſparrow falling tothe ground, Afar. 10. 29. 'or to the Lot that is caſt 
into the Lap, Prov. 16.33. Al the Hes of Health and Sickneſs, Po- 
verty and Riches, War and Peace, Life and Death, they are in God's 
hzad, Eccl.g. 11. Fob 14. 14. 2 King, 8. 11. Fer. 16,23. Prov. 36, 9, 
Eccl. 11.5, 6. nor are finful 'men ovt of the limits of his Supremacy in 
the order 'and difpofal of their ations ; which of their ProjeCtions ſhall. 
take Effe, or ſeethe light, and in what Circumſtances, and which not ; 
PAL. 29..10. he'hathall wicked men vpon his hook, Ezek. 38. 4. the Heart 
of the molt Abfolute'on the Earth, at his Pleaſure and Diſpoſe. Prov.23, 
I. Ifa, 10.5. and 44. 28. and4y. 7,9. Pſal. 33. 15,16, 17, the Over. 

_ ruling Providence we acknowledge in the order of all Events, whotever 
betideth us. Yet hath not every Providence the fame aſpect with it, 
though Gods hand be init all, Suppoſe for inſtance, -a manwalking in the 
' Streets, the Tyles of a houſe, he not perceiving any danger, may flip, and' 

__ fallonhim : or hefeeing them ready to fall, may yet to fave the wetting 
of his foot, chuſe to adventure'the'going under them, rather than to croſs 
the way, and'they happen to hirhim : Or, one from'the Roof of the houſe 
wit.ingly throwing them down-upon him ; 'and wounding him either way, 
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in them all, he muſt acknowledge, and eye Providence : butin'the firſt 
inſtance, though there was a natural cauſe and reaſon of their Falling, yer 
he wholly reſolves his Misfortune into the Divine Providence, which could 
have diverted him from coming at that inſtant there, but did not ; or 
which ordercd things in ſuch a concurrence of Circumſtances, as that it 
fhovld ſo fall ont that he ſhould not avoid the Stroke of them. In the ſe- 


cond, he Notes the Providence, and withal repeats him, and befools him- 


felf for his raſhneſs and overſight that he prevented it not, when it was in: 
his power God could have turned his thoughts too, and did not; and (o- 
might he, had he conſidered the Danger as he ſhou'd and could have done. 


| In the third, he acknowledges Providence alſo, but he' blames the Perſon 


that did it, and ſeeks his remedy againſt him, for his Wegal at. If yet” 
the Perſon that wounded him ſhould confidently argue with him, that he 
ſhould reſt ſatisfied inthe Dominion of Providence, and not look at him ;. 
that ke was invincibly or effeQtually premoved and determined to it ; his: 
Reaſon and Free-will was in it indeed, but he could not help it + that the 
Entity of the Action was good, and for the'anomre or irregularity, it was a 


Privation, a 707 e5, had no efficient cauſe at all, he had no hand'in that, 


nor yet can tell untill itbe pleaded, whether any Law wilktake cognizance 
of it or not. Idoubt that the party aggrieved would hardly ſtand to diſpute 
his diſtin&tions; buthe would teach him better. bong 
Gods Providence in the Government of ſinful Actions is not in diſpute; 
but the Queſtion is de modo, how God ferveth himſelfon ſinfol men, or de- 
termineth them in their ſinful aQtions to ſerve his Providence ? whether-by 
his tranſient influence upon their Minds and Wills, he pre-exciteth, pre: 
moveth, and predetermincth them unto ſuch ACts or Actions » or ſome 
other way he aſcertaineth the Event onely ? the latter is it which Iafhrm, 
and the former, by many aflerted, is it which I oppoſe. TILT 
, Touching the firit Apoſtacy of Men or Angels, the Scriptures give'vs no- 
account direQtly relating either to the Decree of God thereof, or his Apen« 
cy thereinat all, The Angels that fell had a poſhbilicy of attaining Hap-- 
pineſs, and a ſufficiency: of Divine Grace given them to have preſerved 


- them from their Rebellion, had they not by a Voluntary AR of their own 


abuſed it; ſohad Adam ; no decree of God did hinder him from creating 
him with -a ſufficiency of Grace, or with a poſſibility of Standing, ſaith 
Davenant, Animad. p. 282, Yetthat God foreknew their defection; iis 
out of doubt; yea, and that his Governing Providence was highly :con« 
cerned therein, and {crved thereby. 2 3V.BW VCR 
For the Providence of God, or its concernment'in all-the future:A&ts of 
Sin, whether of wicked Men or Devils, fince the firſt Apoſtacy,' therein. 
he: 


ou 


it © TITTY $00” 9h [ I4 | | 
+4, The Scripture doth lend us more Light ; in which, there is not one inſtance . 
. Upon Record, where God is ſaid. to Decree, Order, or Determine the 
| Being or exiſtence of ſuch or fuch evil ations, yea, or to do them, the 
which (if I be not much miſtaken) may not be made our, were it neceſſary, 
to be within the reach of Humane Reafon to fathom, and to aſſign how he 
might bring itabout moſt certainly; and that by no other medium but that 
onely of Permiſſion and Impedition, and objective propoſal or Premotion, 


i _ exciting to Cogitations and Actions good, and Materially agreeing ro his 


Law. Which two former, ordinarily infiited on at every turn by Divines, 
to ſolve the £qu:ty of Gods Juſtice in his procedure with men, notwithſtan- 
ding his Providence over-ruling their ſinſul actions: the former notion of 
Phyſical Predetermination doth wholly deny, and overturn ; For, if the 
motus primo primi, the firit-figments or thoughts of the Heart, or machi- 
nations of the Mind, 1/2. 59.4, 5. and Conceptions of the Will, P/al. 
01,2; Fob, x5, 35. be forged by God ; if the Will cannot elicit any AR, 
nor imperate the execution thereof, nor the executive power follow, other- 
wiſe-than as the obediencial capacity of the Subjc&, or poſhbility of action 
contained in; the powers, in an indiflerency or indetermination,muſt be firſt 
reduced into Act, and alſo determined by God h:mſelf as the fyrit cauſe, 
then is Permiſſion, and [mp:dition or hindring, a meer Chimera; what, 
ſhould te permit, or prevent in others, or what netd of that, when, he 
determineth all, and doetha'l himſelf; or efficiently determineth the ſecond 
' Cauſe to it, asis ſuppoſed ? But that ſuch a thing there is, and that pre-- 
dicaied or affirmed of God in Scripture,” innumerable Texts do plainly 


' - ſpeak ; and alſo accommodate to our preſent Enquiry.. God is ſaid ro 


Suffer the Nations to wa.k. iu their own ways, ARt. 14. 16. So Luk 8. 32. 
eo-Suffer the Devil ta enter intothe Herd of Swine; and to pernit, or to 
'-oxve , men up to the Swing of their own Hearts Luſt, Rom. 1, 24.. till he 


©, ſe what their end ſhall be, Deue. 32. 20. And frequently again. to ob- 
#:-:4: Reuct or hinder what elſe would certainly be Eftccted, . Ger. 12.6,7, 
We 50d 1053 "God withheld, and ſuffered net Abimelech ro rouch Abraham's Wife, chap. 


\. 20.6, be ſuffered no man to do themwrong, Pal. 105. 14. none ſhall d-fire 


F- ab208 their Land, Exod. 34.24; He maketh Diviners mad, and turneth Wiſe 


mn backward, in order to the performing of the Counſel of bis Meſſengers, 


& Es endialb bis Pteaſure, Iſa. 44. 25, 28. Diſappointing the aevices of the 


Crafty; ſo that their hanas cannet perform their emerjriſe, Job5.12. the 
xemginder of wrath ſhall he reſtrain, Plal. 76, 10, & 106. 46. How 
. -. many. wayes can God render abortive the Conceptions of men, prevent 
- them; on-cauſe.them to; miſcarry /, hence is that Memento of the Apoſtle 
Famer, 1.4: 15. Te ought ro fay, if the Lord will we ſhall live, and 4 
as net 7 this 


thiror that, So Fob. 19, 11, Pſal. 64. 5,7. inlike manner by exciting to. 
Good, may God cauſe, that an other evil rather than that projected thall 
be effected, as Gen. 37. 20, compared with v, 26. and that in perſuance 
of ſome farther Deſign, ch. 45. 8. Mat. 26. 63, 65. or by giving a Diver- 
ſion only, &c, Wherein God's providential diſpoſal of the Event or order 
of this, rather than the other to take effect, neither diipoileth the Creature 
of the liberty of ſpecifying his own Act (in a matter' wherein he muſt be ac-_ 
-countable to his F#dge, )) nor doth make God the cauſe 'or determiner of 
it, any more than Davids ſlaughter of the Amalckites, 1 Sam, 30, 17. lay 
atthe door of the Philiſtines, ch, 29/7. who would not let him abide a- 
ny longer withthem : or than my coming by, on the Rode, when a Robber 
: is about to ſet upon a Perſon, and fo preventing him thereby, * would infer- 
| me to be the cauſe of his next robbery or murder that he commits immedi- - 
| ately iz another place; although I foreſaw that it would ſo prove. | 
Yet ſuch'is the order and Direftionof God's Providence, ſuch his domi- 
nion therein, in every inſtance of that Rind, that hisdcterminate counſell 
may be affirmed toreach the moſt wicked ations, in a ſenſe, 47, 4. 28. 
1ſa. 46. 10, when he hath any Delign to.ſerve by them, Gez. 50. 20, Yea, 
he is ſaid to bid, and to do them, The Lord hath ſai3 unto him, curſe 
David, 2 Sam. 16, 10, I willdo this thing openly, and before the Sun, 
| 2 Sam. 12.12, hemoved David againſt them, to ſay, go number;the peo> 
- ple, cb, 24.1. even when the Dev:l does it, 1 Chr. 21.71. 1Tbef, 2. 11. 
The Lord hath taken, ſaith Fob, ch, 1.21. when the Sabeans had ſpoiled 
him ; and, God had {mititen him he ſaid, or he received that Evil of his 
Boils, from him,ch. 2, 10. when it was the Devil that had done it, by God's 
permiſſion, v. 1, and would have reached his life too, wauld he have ſuffe-_ 
; :red him, . v.-4, without any premotion of God's therein,. or Predetermy- 
! _ - nat on, otherwiſc;/ast9 the manner, than by a non-impedition of his own 
; motion and Inclination.' The Event is indeed -inthe Diſpoſe of God, and 
the Executionet,; as the Axe, Rod, or Staffe,. in his hand, 1/a. 10.'5. 
-Yetſo, as that he retaineth a dominion-/over his own Act therein, (Gods 
 {uſtentation, ;concurſe,, and permiſſion- preſuppoſed,). he is not; a mere 
. machine;-or dead engine.; nox,yet his Reaſon and free Will carried along 
" zafter the way;ang manner of-a vital engine, or ſpontaneous inlirument, yet 
. neceſlurily'-: butis ſo termed, from his ſubſerviency a: that time to God's 
ſpecial Providence,and inſtrumentality in performing his Defign ; (though 
 inſuch away, , as he he may juſtly and equitably afterwards be called.to an 
-account;for, the ſame z' as well for the.fact, ſa. 10, 12, as for the. circnm- 
\ ſtances of, it, 'vi, 74 13.) otherwiſe than in, every other Omiſkon of his, 
or every Act of Unbelich Impenitency, Hatred of God, and the like : 
| | d3eet - 
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men arenot ordinarily ſtyledGod's inſtruments therein,or compared to the 
Axe or ftaſfe in his hand, or to be conceived of by usas ſuch, with refe- 


rence thereunto, Hereinl1 ſubſcribe tothe worthy Biſhop Davernant; As 


- for the procuring and working the impenitency or infidelity of Reprobates, 
God doth not { ſaith he )at all work any vitious diſpoſitions, or defective 


and ſinful ations in ſuch men; wicked habits or difpolitions are diſeaſes 


bred within mens own ſoules, (and yer they have ap entity) not infuſed in- 
to them by the Phyſician of our ſouls : ' wicked and (inful a&:ons are the 
productions of their own corrupted free-Will, and not produced by any 
. divine operation workingin them : for it's onely in holy and good actions 
that God giveth us both the Will and the deed, Animad.p, 120, neither doth 
 Goddraw any man-unto fin, by an: unconquerable power, but he permit- 
_ eth ſome men,by the Devil and their own luſts to be drawn from fin to ſin, 
till at laft they periſh in them;o fwhom perdirco eua ex te, thy deſtruction is 
of thy felf,notwithſtindiag,'s moſt truly verified p. 121. although the Will 
of God hath the determining Stroke amongſt all poſſible evil actions or e- 
vents, which ſhall infalibly be, and which not : And God may be ſaid to 
be the prime cauſe of the ſubſirate matter or act, in every motion, whether 
of the ſoul or body, as in whom welive, and move, and have our Being, 
as the ſame learned Aurbor afferteth; Yet doth it not follow, bur that 
man ſill retainetb his {. |f-determining power quoad ſpeciem at us, a liberty 
_ of ſpecifying his ewn-act; as the ſame Autbor maintaineth with St, Au- 


' puſtine, dens #14 ordinat omnia nt proprios motus exercere ſinat.p. 154. 


(From whence the formal nature of good or evil reſulteth, as the ſame is * 


. conform, or inconform tothe Law of God; I mean from its ſpecification, 
not its Entity inthe general.) The-Sebeans and Chaldeans for inflance, 


had their power and their aQtual Exerciſe thereof from God enabling them = 


to'take ant Mages drive cattel, 'and to deftroy the life of man, or beaſt ; 
- but the ſpecification of that power, inthe atual Exerciſe thereof, or it's 


 -modification, ( which hath-nothing more of Entity, which way ſoever it's _ 


determined ) vnto the Robbingof men, or ſlaying of the innocent, was 


_ * not of God, but of themſelves; that they ſpoiled Fob, not another man, 


'andflew his'Servants # #:d#vidav, andact another mins, was of them. 
ſelves; and of God too, though in a different 'fenſe : of themſelves, as 
"the immediate cavuſe'of the aCtion ; of God, as the prime cauſe, or foun- 


rain of Being and Opetation; of themſelves, as the ſpeciſyers of the af, 


Jr nk own frce eleCtion: of God, in that he permitted it, 
for the trrall of his ſcrvant,. (when poſſibly'he had hindred' them from: hun- 
'dreds of fuch like exp'oits before, and beltdes that, overruled its circumſtan- 


ces fo, asthatitſhould infallibly Jight vpon him, and no other man at that | 


time, 
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time. Which I cannot better expreſs than inthe words of the aforeſaid _ 
learned man © Thoſe that derive the evil Actions of men from their own- 
© Free- Will as the proper efficient cauſe, and the exſiſting or coming of ſuch 
© aQtions in eventum 4 decreto det permittente & ordinante,into event,from 
© the permitting, and diſpoſing decree and appointment of God, are- in no 
<etr6ur atall. p.57. The providence of God reacheth to all Events, and 
© actions; but forwicked aCtions-which according to Gods eternal deter-. 
© mined Decrce come. into act at the time appointed, as the Betraying of 
©Chriſt, the murdering of him, and ſuch like, the Devil and mens Free- 
- £ Will arethe only moving and determining cauſes unto them, 'p. 115. God 
© cannot be an Arbor or Producer,much leſs an /nforcer, inregard of any 
© {inful ation, yet he may bea determiner in permitting it. p. 118 Gods de- 
_ eres in malis, is only ,as he termethit, anreceſſio ordims, not cauſalitatis. 
(4) Nor is the queſtion yet farther, about Determination in general, or Pre- 
| dctermination ſimply confidered, or of the compoſſibility, or conſiſtency 
thereof with humane fredom, For its granted, | 
- 7, Thatan Equilibrium or Indetermination is not mans beſt ſtate. Such 
a pendulous Suſpcnſe or Even-poyſe, and. inclination of mind and WAll, 
inthe Exerciſe and ſpecification of irs aCts, (conſequeriter, after the ob- 
jet is united with the faculty, and reaſon hath weighed the good and evil, 
'the conveniency and inconveniency of things in its ballance, an@ delibera- 
& _ted about it, ) 1s the ſoules ſickneſs or diſaſter ; ariſing from-an inſufficient - 
appl caticn of the Obje&, or defect in the Underſianding, an inability to 
judge of the Good or Evil of what lieth before it, which ſhould ponderate 
1t, and caſt the Scale inits eleCtion, that it hangebh in a Suſpenſe. (which 
| is the freedom which Arminiansfeem toplead for, ) True Freedom. con- 
ſiſteth not in a power or libert,after the due exerciſe of ratioc:nation,; be 
the evidence what it will, to write black for white, or white for black, 
to. judge Evil Good, or Good Evil; or ſill. to be undetermined about it, 
| forfearof foreſtalling the will: or in a power or liberty, inthe will, not 
to follow the l:berum arbitrium the free award of Reaſon, or for the ſoul in 
| willing not to be confined toits own reaſon in what it. chuſeth or avoideth:or 
pro libitu arbitrarily or at his pleaſure-toelicit ard imperate what it-liſteth, 
though againſt the ſentiment of the mind; or at leaſt, - that aſter reaſon hath 
iſſued in a judgment, the Will ſhould fill beindetermined to one; © Such'a 
dominion over its reaſon, or literty and freedomof will, cannot but be ab- 
horrent tothe nature of man. All that can be defiredis, that the foul. hath 
 ſucha freedom of . Will;” and dominion over: its ewnacts, as.that, in what 
ever it willeth, .itaCteth asa vital and rational agent, in reſpect of its-pro- 
_ pernature; and internal principle of operation,, with ſuch a natural indif-. 
| p Ne Ones | ſcrency, 
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| ferency, it ſenſu diviſe, before it ateth, (for quicquid +#, quands «ft 


neceſſaria eſt) as whereby Reaſon propoſing to the Elective Faculty di- 


_  veiſe Objects, that have no natural Connexion with the Will, in deter- 
\. miningits ſelf to either, it followeth the dictate of its own judgement of 


D! fcretion, void of all natural Neceſſity, ſuch as when rhe Fire burneth ; 
or of Coaction, as when a man 1s halked or carried without or again{t his 


| ownchoice; neitheris led by a blind inſtinct, as the Beaſt; nor acted like 
a meer Machine or Engine, that ordereth not its own motion, nor knows 


its uſe, or tendency. te 
Its generally acknowledged, that if the Underſtanding hath but one 
Object alone propoſed before it, or but one way or means to ſuch an end; 
or that if the Object be preſented. in all reſpets good,as, circa finem, that 
happineſs in General is to be defired ; or if any particular Object be pre- 
ſented as nndequaque bonum, having no appearance of Evil in one reſpect, 
as well as. of Good and-Eligibleneſs in an other refpect,the Will quozd ſpe- 
ciem altus, if it aCts at all, muſt cloſe-with it, and cannot refuſe the ſame; 
and:ſo, 'if there bein it omwnimoda ratio mal: an appearance of nothing but. 
Evil. in all andevery reſpect, it muſt neceflarily repudiate, or nill it, and 
cannot otherwiſe determine its ſelf. Yea and it is affirmed of God 
himſelf in S:ripture,, that he is not at liberty in ſome things to deter- 
mine himfelf, or to will; or at otherwiſe than he duth ;, its impoſlible for 
him.to lye, Heb. 6. 18: or notto do that which is juſt and right, Ger, 18. 
25: the Saints-alſo.in Heaven are determined to: good, (as was our Savi- 
our Chriſt evenon; earth, they arcinvincibly inclined to it; and it is. their 


' Perfection, that it's (as well Naturally as Morally) impoſſible for them to 


wilb the contrary, and that. for reaſons. unalterably preponderating them 
that. way,: keeping the Will Habitually. fixed, and indeclinably pointed 
towards God,; and: Hohnefs, whereir all: future inſtances: of Worſhip 


: and; acknowledgment, (being included, 'as- the effect im its, cauſe)! are 


Virtually-in; Act, the faculty being fo far forth derermined; and. it's. our un- 
happineſs thatit isotherwiſe with usnow. . It's no defect, or want of any 
defireable Freedom of Will, that a mary cannot obtain; of himſclf to cut 


his own-thraat, -ar:feel not himſelf- indifferent about it.” _ - | 


'  Tobedetermined toevil onely; or ta-be in ſuch ſtate and-condition as 
that, todo-good, formally ſuch, every way pleaſing and acceptable in the 
fight of God: is impoſſible, to be ſure is a moſt Deplorableeſtate ; though 
itbe ab 5ntrinſeco,fram aninnate Principle. Neither-is it denied, but that 
fuch an indeterminationas ſome ſtate the Freedom{of /mans,Will-to conſiſt 


inz: were better,. and ta be preferred before a determinate: Fixation ini,and 
_ inſuperable propenſion of Will unto Sin,, Fer, 13, 23: 2. Pet. 2; 14: But 


gil, 


CO [19] 
ſlall, thovgh lapſed man (till reftored by Grace) doth not eſtimate aright 
| of the things of God, though he navſcateth the things of the Spirit, and 

declineth God and Holineſs : It's not from the Enjoyment, or want of 
any ſuch Freedom as is effential to Humane nature, (nor can he: plead an 
equitable diſmiſfion from his obligation to Obedience ;, ſince he is diſabled 
by his own fault :) but from a privationin his mind, leſs facrlras, a pec- 
cancy or diſcaſe therein, as to his diſcerning and reliſh of Divine and Spt- 
ritual Objects,” Eph, 4.. 18. Rom. 8.5, 7. and a vicious diſinclination in 
his Will and AﬀeCtions ballancing him another way, Ger. 6.5. Epb.2. 3. 
Foh. 3.19. Free Will is ſtill retained. What though a man cannot turn 
the courſe of the Sun in the Firmament? yea, what though many attain- 
ments, as well Natural, as Moral, be now impoſſible to man, which were 
poſſible to Adam, and of his concreated perfection, Gen.2.19 ? what 
if he bz a lover of pleaſures, more than a lover of God, 2 Tim. 3.4. and 
cannot obtain-of himſelf co do otherwiſe? Yet is he a man ſtil}, a rational 
and voluntary Apent in all that hedoth ; and retaineth a Dominion over his 
own Acts, and a Liberty in their Specification too, of all within his Sphere 
and Compaſs, _ | | - 
| The Saints in Heaven, notwithſtanding that their ſtate is no other than © 
a determir ate perfeCtion, (not of Indifferency to Good or Evil, )yet they 

retain aliberty of Competition,Contrariety,or contradiction in their Acts, 
with reference to this or that particvlar ObjeR, within the bounds and 
limits of God's Wi'l and Law, indelibly engraven on their heart. The 
Natural or Unregenerate man in like manner, notwithſtanding his impo- 
tency to Good,and invincible Propenfion determining him to Evil in Gene- 
ral; yet retaineth the like Liberty and Freedom, to Will or Nill, to 
 Chuſe or Refuſe, and conſequently to Do or not Do this or that, (in the 
ordinary way of Gods Providence) ſave in what, by the Apoſtacy, or by 
a radicated Habit or Cuſtom in Sinning, he hath Diſabled himſelf, or- is 
| Ieftof God, In his Natural and CiviLARts, or in his Sinful Ats, he hath 

a Self-determining power, (if God permit) he can Specifie his own atZs, 
he can of two Objects before him, chuſe one, and refuſe the other, as the 
Cogency of his Reaſon ſhall ſway him : A wicked man can chuſe whe- 
ther he will go to this Alehouſe, or that, -or to neither of them : he can 
pay aSumme of Money that he hath given Bond for, at the day, if he 
| haveit; orhecan letitalone : he can Hear, and Read, and Pray, (though 

not every way as he ought to do) yea were he not deficient to himſelf, 
might overcome his Will to it, (poſſibly he may be wagered, or by pe- 
nalties be drivento it) as well as the contrary. Every diſaffection is not 
Invincible, Zzk. 11.7, 8, "——_ Baa«ſha, and other the Kings of Iſrael, 
RE 2 


upon 


upon the denunciation of Wrath againſt them, might and could, for ought 
we know, (we are ſlire graceleſs perſons may) have Humbled themſelves, 
_ and cauſed their. People to Faſt, as well as Ahab, or the King of Neneveh 
did, upon the like Meſſage ſent of God to them 3 but they did not, Fer. 
 $.21,23. Mat.11,23. & 12,41, Yea and the beſt Saints, may and 
can do more Goo3, and forbear more Evil than they do, as hath been 
hinted, David might and could have forborn to make Vriab Drunk, or 
Murder him, and he could have done Afepbiboſheth Right, againſt that 
Traitour Ziba, 2 Sam.19, 27. but he did it not. Whoſe Heart is it that re- 
proacheth him not for preventable Miſcarriages ? In ſuch things it is, 
(which are within. mans power either way) that God is ſaid to Try or 
Prove men ſometimes, Dent. 8. 2,16. Gern.22.11, 12. 2 Sam. 24, 12, 
4 The Saints in Glory are Immutably determined to to Good ; or cannot 
In, STS | | 
\ _TheSinner, or Unrenewed man or men, they are Inviccibly determined 
to Evil, or bent on it in the General ; or cannot do Good. 
- Man in Innocency, he had perfeft Good, or ſpotleſs Obedience ; and 
alſo Sin, and Evil, within his power both ; being made Mutabſe. 
Man Reilored, and Manumitted by Grace, hath imperfect Good, (com- 
" prred tothe Original Law) or Sincere Obedience, within his power ; and 
alſs Sin and Diſobed ence; being on Earth defeCtible, or not yeg Con- 
firmed; though the Decrce and Efficiency of God thall prevent, that he 
ſianeth not to Death, nk | Eh 
Yet may Free. Will be denominated or affirmed of them all. The one 
act as freely as the other ; the worſt in finning, as the beſt in obeying. He 
aQts freely that can a, ornot a, what, when, and how he pleaſeth, in 
things which may be ſaid to be '#p uwir, s. e. in our power ; ſo doth the 
ſervant, at his Maſters Beck, Col. 3.23. where note by the way, that 
to a voluntarily or freely, and yet neceſſarily are confiſtent, and may 
well ftand together, The Angels in Heaven they love God, and ſerve him, 
Voluntarily and Freely ; ſo ſhall the Saints in Glory (and ſo doth man in 
his preſent ſtate,' even in what hath a kind of natural Connexion with the 
'Will, determine himſelf Freely according to the Dictate of his Reaſon and 
Judgment.) A Rational, a Voluntary, and a Free Choice, are Converti- 
ble Terms. The Will aQteth Freely ; not Necefſarily, as oppoſed to Vo- 
luntary, either conmarie, by CoaCtion or Violence, againſt its Elicit In- 
clination ; or negative, from a meer natural Neceſſity, without Reaſon : 
But ſtill it a#eth Necefſarily in ſome ſenſe, (as the Will evermore doth, 
when Reaſon hath once caſt the Scale,) with neceſſity of Immutability in 
reſpe& of the Event, which, opponi;ur poſſibili non eſſe, is _— 4s 
olhbi- 


A 


Poſſibility not to be,( God's Supportation and Concurſe preſuppoſed) or 
eventus contraris, ofthe contrary Iflue or Event, it can do no otherwiſe, 
and that from the Potency or perfeQtion of the Rational Faculty, and Cop 
nation that it hath with the Obj«&t. And the contrary is as true, of - 
W icked and Unregenerate men; they At freely, following the Di&are of 
their Reaſon and Judgment, ſuch as it is, though Brutiſh, Fer, 10. 8, 21, 
& 51. 17. though Carnal, <-nfual, and Deviliih, Fam. 3.15. Fer. 4.22. ' 
void of all natural Neceſſity or CoaCtion, in their choice of Sin, and Fleſh- 
pleaſing, Eph. 2.3. Yetdo they AG Neceſlarily alſo, ſo as that they can- 
not poſſibly Will or Do the Contrary, (without renewing grace) Fob.5. 
44.45. Rom,2.5. and that ab intrinſeco, from a Privation in their Mind, 
Rom. 3.11. Epb. 4. 8. andan Impotcncy, or contrary Propenſionin their 
Will and Aﬀections, preponderating them to Evil, (though not ſub ratione 
mal:) and toa Diſrelyh of true Holineſs, Rom. 8. 5,7. whichis /angnor &- 
egrirudo animi the Souls ſickneſs, and depravation of its Faculties, the 
fruit of mans firit Apoitacy from God, Job. 14. 4. though he be ſtill babile 
ſubjeftum, a Subject capable of the Retrivement of God's Image into his 
_ Soul, Col. 3. 10. 5. e. Man till, with his natural faculties of Reaſon and 
Will; and ſo, Good is yet- poſſible to him in ſome ſcnſe, if God pleaſe to 
adapt him for ir, Eph, 2. 10. (ann | 
In and about particular 4s agible, within mans power, and unto which 
he is not aZuelly or virtually, by a previous invincible Habit, or Propen- 
fion of Mind and Will predetermzed, lieth the Contingency and Evitabili- 
ty of Humane a&r0n5, In ſuch afFions hath man a liberty of Contrariety, 
or Contradiction,in the Exerciſe and Specification of his 4s, or of Indiffe- 
rency, accordingly as his Reaſon doth ſway him. He may and can At, or 
ſuſpend his A ; his Will containeth within its dominion a power and poſſi- 
bility unto contrary ats and effed#s; what is ſuture, is yet evitable; and 
that poſſible, that is not future. ar ( ſaith the Learned Dave- 
nant) bath not onely potentiamin ſe liberam, a faculty in its ſelf free, 
or Capable of freeaom; bux liberum uſum potentiz,the free Uſe or Exerciſe 
of it, A wicked Man for inſtance, can upon other Delibeftion, refolveto 
do otherwiſe than he doth, which freedom is evident in Adulterers, Thieves, 
and all manner of Sinners, who being reſolved to Commit this or that Sin, 
when they perceive ſome great Danger, preſently chooſe to abſtain from 
it till a fitter opportunity. Cain, Abſalom, Fudas, and others, were not 
under a Neceſſity of committing thoſe Sins, whereof they are noted to be 
Guilty ; it was out of thcir free EleQtion, having a power. whereby they 
might have abſtaiied from them, The Angels that fell; notwithſtanding 
the Decree of the Divine Will, had a Poſſibility of Not-rebelling ogainit 


: | God, 


— 


Tx 


_ God, anda Sufficiency of Divine Grace given Ghemobgve preferoed them, 


ſohad 44am, had they not abuſedit. * God's abſolute preſcience dothnot 
take away the poſſibility of the contrary Aion or Event; no more doth 


-his abſolute decree; to think that the decree of abſolute Reprobation muſt 
leave men under a neceſſity of committing their ſeveral fins,is a falſe Ima- 


Bjnation, as every mans Conſcience is able to witneſs, fo the aforefaid' 


Author, p. 116, 199. 328. 344. whom | have therather conſulted, for 


that he is inſtanced in by ſome, and producedfor a maintainer of God?s 
Predetermination of mans will, in the ſenſe by them pleaded for; Which 
himſelf termeth, a'controverſy berween the Dominicans and Jeſuits; with 
whoſe -Metaphy ical /pecu/ations. our Proteſtant Divines love not to torture 


- their brains. 


Nor yetdol take all Extrinſick Predetermination to be Inconſiſtent with 
humane Freedom in Acting. Forit hath been before granted, that ſuch 
Predetermination of God is neceſſary unto the Converſion of any Sinner 
mto him, (though the Sinner is capable of doing ſomething that in the Or- 
der.of Godsappointment hath a tendency to it, Prov. 2. 3, 5. Iſa. 64, 7. 
and it lieth at the Door of any under the call of. the Goſpel, that they are 
not converted and healed by God, it's their ownfavlt, Fer. 13, 27. Mat. 
25. 29. and their heart will one day Reproach them for it, Lak, 16.28.) 
neither do we,” when we ſpeak of an-lrreverſible, Inſuperable, Irreſiſti- 
ble Determination, (whether to good or evil Actions, ) meane any more 
than ſuch as'cannot, or rather ſhall not be reſiſted ; ſuch as is efficaciouſly 
prevalent, and never fruftrate. Yet is the Liberty and Freedom of Co-op- 
eration in the Subjec, inſuch caſe, no more than that of a Rational Spon- * 
taneity; -it containeth in it's own nature nothing of contingency, or poſſh- 
bility of the contrary Event. In Efeual calling, the New Creation, 


* (wherein God worketh ſomething above and belidesthe Order and Courſe 
| of ſecond Cauſes, in order to the new Biaſſing and Pointing the ſoul ro- 


wards himſelf, Heaven, and Holineſs; ) whatever the Influence or Efhi- 
ciency of God be on the ſoul, orits faculties of Reaſon and Will, or his 


- manner of Operation; (whether it be by way of objeQiive Propoſal, - 


and Fixation on'the mind, Demonſtrating the Object, and Effeftually ſet- 
ting home Truth, to an immutation therein, and turn of the Will, 1 Cor, 
2. 4, Or by way of Phyſical Precurſe and Premotion belides, exciting the 
natural Powers into Act, and inclining and bowing them in their Operati- 
on as the Fountain'of Being, and motion, unto a Change or Turn into a 
new Courſe, Eph. 2. 2. 4, 10. of which before, ) ſtill. he ſo intimately 
by his Preſence and Virtue reacheth, and applieth himfetf'to the. Active 
Principle-of the ſecond cauſe, he ſo congruouſly accommodateth himſelf ” 

| | _ 


Moral. Government over 'him : albeit that God's decrees are infruſtrable; 
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the nature of the ſubject to be wrought upon, as that all the vital Wheels _ 
of the ſoul, the Reafon, Eleive power, Will and AﬀeCtions go along | 
with choice and delight in their determination, without the leaſt Rape or 
Violence offered to the [nate freedom of the ſoul; though God and Chriſt - | 
be carried into the heart, with a greater weight of Love than any other — | 
Object can ballance, to torn the ſcale of its Predominant EleQion an 0+ 
ther way, and yet it's Invincibly or Irrefiſtibly wrought upon, and a ne- 
ceſſity Induced uponit ina ſenſe. It can will-no otherwife, Chriſt draw= 
ing, yet the Will remaineth {ill free; for volentary and violent, willing 
and forced, do implicare 5 The Will cannot be forced, #nd for the Will to- 
be determined neceſſarily or indeclinably ro Good, and what may render 
the ſoul happy, no man that prayeth to God for grace, or that acknow- 
ledgeth God therein, will ever recoil at it,, or zccount himſelf injured 
thereby, or concerned to riſe up againſt it: nor is it at all repugnant to the 
Commands, Counfels, Promiſes, or Threats laid before men to induce 
them to a Returnal unto'God, Heb. 4 1, 11, For that, the diſpeiſation 
of this -prace is, as to vs, contingent, and in the uſe of means; Andthe 
fecond cauſe hath its immediate, formal, and proper Efficiency therein, 
It is man that believeth and repenteth, (not God; yet the Effet of God's 
power overſhadowing the ſoul, Pſal. 110. 3. ) whoſe Action is not. only 
_ the firſt cauſe in' the preſence of ſuch a Creature, (as in the gifts of mira- 
cles: ) but is ſpecified by the ſecond cauſe, in the virtue of its proper 
form ſuitably te its nature, as a reaſonable Creature, 2 Cor. 6.1, Gods 
Efficiency changeth not-the natures of things ; though he rc@fieth, and: 
_ healerh' the Mind and' Will morally, yet healtereth not its proper mo- 

tion'or' manner of operation naturally.” lt inclineth its ſelf as ſreely to the 
Act,*and'tti»tupon the cogency of reaſon arid judgment, as if there were 
no ſuch 'yperphyſicel determination thereof by God at all. Dar. 30. 19; 

. 3, But asto. evil or finful- actions, whercof our queſtion is, ſuch Pre- 
determination is'deſtructive to the Creature, and inconſitent with God's. 


4a 9s, 


wo 


yet doth'not God premove their Wills Inſuperably in and unto the Con- 
_ceptionand Produttion of ſuch At: more wereit for the honour of God, 
( if 'fin'diſhonoureth him;?) and the good of man his Creature, that ſuch _ 
Acts: or Operations of his ſhould for ever abide in their bare Potentiality, - 
or that'his Will ſhould remain in an Everlaſting Indetermination, (which 
it's ſaid that it muſt, if God determine it not,). than that it's poſhbility, 
ſtrould'be ediicedinto'an Actual'invaſion of the Governiment of God, and 
affront of his holy Majeſtie; ard then'the creature be damned for the ſame, 
(though he could, but ſees- it not meet to-preventit.): here it's neceflary, 

h nor: 


- 
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"uct only. that the Subject hath no Violence offered to it, but that ir be not 


. - madefree.nor willing, which is far the worſe. Ifany man ſhould violent- 


ly ſnatch me out of harmes way, when I wasnot aware of it, or reſcue me 
from the Pit; Iſhould have no cauſe to complain of him : but in caſe any 
one could reach my Elective power, and infatuate and befool my Reaſon, 
(ſuppoſe it by faſcination,)and ſhould derermine me to the Contrivance and - 
Execution of fome horrid Treaſon, tomy deſtruQtion ; He ſhould dome 
more Miſchief and Injury than if he had violeptly or by force afl.flinated 
_ - me, and taken away my Life with his own hands ; as is obvious to every 
Underſtanding; more of Evil would cleave to me; and if he were m 
Judge in ſuch Intance, 'I know what I could not but ſay. God himſelf 
hath declared ita thing to him condecent and juſt,that in the matter of Of. 
fence. and Puniſhment, his Act ſhould be (if I may ſo ſpeak) at the Beck - 
and "determination of the Creature. Legiſlation belongs to God alone; 
and Deliverance after forfeiture belongs to. his Prerogative ; but that 
"any one becomes an Object of his rectoral Juilice and Wrath, God is 
- : not the firit cauſe of that ; or the-Predeterminer to thoſe Actions which in- 
. volve men under Guilt, The F«dge or King is and muſt be at-the Diſpoſe 
of the Subject in a ſenſe, in the Execution of the penalty of the Law ; not 
to hang whom he pleaſe; nor yet to make them culpable. Such a Supre. 
macy over all Perſons, and in all Caſes, God abhorreth from, 1a. 5o. x, 
The Poſition directly contrary hereunto,is that which by ſome is maintain- 
ed ; namely, That God in Eternity did Predefine or decreeall the finſul 
Ations of Angels and Men. That by his Efficiency, which is but the 


Execution of his Decree andadequate toit, foregoing the Operation of 


the ſecond cauſe, he doth intime, . by his tranſient phyſical Influence, pre- 
determine the Creature to all ſuch 4075; thar the neceſſary dependence 
of the ſecond cauſe, or the firſt, and'its Efſ:ntial ſubordination to it, doth 
ſo require, that the Habit or firſt 4 , and the Operation or ſecond 4, 
is the Product 3nd Effect of ſuch Influence of God the firſt cauſe, as ſecun- 
_ daryand ſubordinate to it, an1 is aſcertained by it; or that otherwiſe the 
Decree might.ſuffer diſappointment, More-particularly; thatthe Fall of our 
firſt Parents was fore-decteedof God; and. that in--Execution thereof, 
ſubſtrabendo, by withdraw.ng, or ſuſpending that Light and Affiſtance, 
without which it wasimpcſſible for them eventually to ſtand : or efficiendo, 
by his Phy fical precurſe,* he determined them thereunto. They affi-m not 
only the concurſe of God enabling them to. and in the. As of Appeti- 
tion, of Maſtication, Manducation &c. in eating of the fruit ; bur.that 
the diſorderly Modification of the 4 was primarily from God; that by 
his Influence and Cauſaiion, himſelf did caſt the Scale of their Will, ide 

, fire, 
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fire, and to eat of that Tree prohibited (in which. was ye diſorder )-ra- .: 
| ther than any other, (before free and indifferent, till determined thercun-. 

to,- by that Energy. of his, wh'chcou'd not but produce the Effect. ).yet 
ſo,” as that no itraining or compaſſion can be dreamed- of therein; \'though - 


;n ſenſu compoſito conhiidered, as in ſubordination to the Immutable Decrce — 


and Efficiency of God, they co..1d do no otherwiſe than they did. So for 
all other the wickedeſt Ations of men ; that all the inefcations of rhe flcth, 
the motas primo prims, all the firſt machinationsof the Micd or Thoughts, 
and conceptions of the Will, are forged by him, (as to the ſuviirate-mat- | 
ter,,) that unto all the hatred of himſeif, all the Lying, Curſing, Rapins, 
-Blood, Cruelty and Confuſion in the World, he js tbe firſt mover, the 
reducer of it out of its bare potentiality- into AQ, its Specifier, ard Pre- 
' determiner, as to its Exiſtence, and mode of Being; not only the Afſy- 
rians ſpoiling and taking the Prey, 1ſa. 10. 6. but «l} his evil meaning, 
20. 7. andhis ſaying, that by his Strength and Wiſdom he had done it, 
v.13. both Habit and A&: all that-hid any thingof Entity init,” that 
not only the Power of Herod, and theexercife thereof unto the taking of 
a Wife was from God; Bur” ſpecie and individue, that he took his Bro- 
ther Philip's Wife, rather than an other Woman he was indeclinably pre- 
moved of: God, and Efficien:ly Predetermined by him; and:ſo inall inſtan- 
_ cesvofnatural Aion, - This is it'which oppoſe; and the which now'com- 
meth more direttly'to be Conſidered'and Argued: | 2 
1. The Eirſt Argument which 1 ſhall inſiſt on, for the confutation. of the 
Doctrine aforeſaid, 'and'in maintainanceof the Poſition by me before laid 
down, which is diametrically oppoſite to it,” is this. ' It maketh God. to 
be the Efficicnt-czuſe, orthe Author of fin-3- (hot a finner ; ſor that he is 
aboveLaw, ſay ome, but Y' of «ll that is ſoin/man. ! 'The conſequence 
Fknow is deniedby them'whom1 oppoſe, yeaand the thing diſowned; they 
will not 'affirm; notgratit'Goedto be the-4uthor of fin, nor do think; that 
from what: they ffert, it willunavoidably follow ;' whatever odious Con- 
ſequences we faſten upon' ar opinion in' the way of Argumentation, we 
take for grantthe contrary. ' Namely, tharthey who'do hold that: Opi- 
nion; 46 not" held tharypbich we:comne@twith it, ' or, -that which we tell 
them willfollsW therepen. When Izhdeavour tocconvince aman of his 
errour, by reducing him ad #ncommodum or abſurdum, to an an inconve- 
niency,'or abfurdity :-1 take it for Grant that himſelf accounteth it an ab- 
_  Cſurdity which 1 wouldfaſten upon him; Or my Argument is to him loſt. 
-» theapreeth not with mein that which I make Uſe of a my medium'to con- 
_ vinet him, (an@tHere is ho man ſoperfeQ; but he holdeth contradictions, . 
 tliough he ſeeth it fiet;) of if he «eas me more firmly:adhereto 


the 
1 . 


! 


\ 


_reth;. and a biaſs and-propenſion ta what; 


Sin. 


committed or done, Lwk, 11.42. The fortnal natwe of Sinsn«bfratto, 
& ” | | is 


—_— 
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the Truth which 1 take-to be-contradiftory_ to his Errour, my Argument, 
(which procedeth ex conceſſis )- will not pinch him at all. is 


. Here therefore they diſtinguiſh of the Phyſical Aftion, and the Morality 


_ of it; the Action they ſay is of God,” and its Exiſtence ; He it. is«that pre- 
- moveth;' and by his tranſient Phyfical influence cauſeth, and efficiently pre- 


determineth men in and unto all their ſinful Actions ; (and isthe firſt cauſe, 
and determiner in all their Omiſſions ) that he ſpecifieth, and giveth its 


_ . particular Individuation to every ſuch numerical Action : but for the anomie 


or'ataxie of it, it's Irreguiarity (wherein the formal nature of Sin conſilt- 
eth, its inconformity'to Law) that is a privation, it's a n0z ens. Or nibil, 
it hath no'Author or Efficient cauſe at all, (only adeficient cauſe, or ſub- 


 jJeQtrather, ) nor is cauſed. The Action they ſay,the ſubſtrate matter of Sin, 


God cauſeth or effeceth;'not the Obliquity of it 3 the AR, not the ſinſul- 
neſs; the former, 5.e. the Act, they ſayis ens, it hath an Entity or Being, 


andens & bonum convertuntur, it muſt neceſſarily therefore be good,-and 


have God for its Authour, who is ſo of all that's good, '&c. But ſurely. 
ens, & bonym morale, are not convertible termy © everything that is, is - 
not morally good ; and of Metaphyſicks we are not diſputing. 
Laying afide therefore-all Phzloſophical and ScbolaFtical ſubtilties, let 
vs attend to the Scriptures, and ſee whether we can find out what is Sin 


| and whether it. may: be ſaid to have any Author of it, or no; and if ſo, 


what it is that denomigateth any one ſuch inthe Language of the Holy. | 
Ghoſt. _ peak 2h. ris, | 


-_ Sin is either Orginal, or AQtual. Original, is either thatof, Adem, or 


of all mankind in- him, Row. 5.-12. which was Org, the firſt beginning, 
and Spring-head of all fin: Or, the immediate Product thereof, that which 


though it be not the. firſt Sin or Tranſgreſſhony yet is 4b origine. congenite, 


or-of; the fate; Original with vs;,,and that is cither private , Theloſs, or 
-Want of ſomething #2 debita, ſubjet 0z thog gr jure ought to be in the Sub- 


_. je, termed the, Image of God; Gev. 1.26. Ecc. 7.29. Col. 3. 10. Or 
| poſitive, an Alienation,or Diſ-inclination to what. 


Pr: 


$1.5. and.5B. 3. Gen.6..5. Row. 33:10; (Whichiia:heightned by conti- 
_ nyed As, Fer.13+<23. ) and: this! ig:the Souree-an Fountajnof all other 


_ Actual Sin, is either,of Omiſſion or Commiſſion. - The former, | is the 
ſubject's not exerting, 'or not. coming up to ſome particular A, which 
by;the Law he ſtood. obliged to. ' The latter, the Perpetration.of faine. 
A, or the Doing of ſomething, which the. Law of God forbids tobe 


C27 ]: 
is'n Repupnancy to Law or Rule; ſo the Apoſile defines it, a Tranſpreſ- 
fion of the Law, 1 Foh! 3. 4. All Sin, however Diſtinguiſhed, is ſuch, 
and for the ſame reaſon is Sin; becauſe Inconform to the Law of God, 
droyie, an Illegality ; it's not the Object, or Circumitance of an Act, or 
Intention 'of the Agent'in Acting, tbat is the Rule or Meaſure of its Mo- 
rality ; but the Actor Action ſo modified, is Good or Evil, as Conform 
or Inconform to Rule, Rom, 4. 15. {ene | 
Sin in concreto, isa Peccant Habit, Act, or Omiſhon, againſt Law or 
Rule,” In itthere is nothing more nor leſs to be confidered, -but the Ha- - 
-bit or Privation, A or Omiſhon of the Law; and the Habitude of the 
former toit. The Law, that is Good and Holy, Row. 5. 12.it's alſo 
index retti & obliqui, the Rule and Standard of what is Right, and what 
Not. - God is- the Authour of That, Man of the Habit or Act-Deviant - 
from it ; the Habitude or Relation of Sinfulneſs, ſfantre lege, reſuits 
from the former Act, The Formality God is the Authour of, in fome 
Senſe, he Conſtituteth theLaw ; what Action ſhall be Good, what Evil, 
bis Nature and Will giveth itfoto be, it's of Him ; but the Exiſtence of 
the Act.or ACtion diſcrepant to Law; is of Man;. God is not the Authour 
or Predeterminer of That ; he might not'do it, or was not Neccflitated ſo 
to havedone it. 3 | ; : 
 - Sin is ſometimes in Scripture predicated of the Soul now depraved; 
ſomtimes of its Faculties; of the Underſtanding, Will, and-AfﬀeQtions 3 
and ſometimes of the Body its Inſtrument, as the Subject and Efficient of 
it; ſoit is of the Habit or Propenſion to Evil; and Privation of Light, and 
of the contrary Inclination to Good, (whereof the Soul it ſelf, and its na- 
_ tural Faculties, is the ſubſtratum, the prime Subject of ſuch Depravat!- 
on, and vicious Inclination, and in like manner of all ſinful Omiſfions or ' 
Non-agencies) and of aQtual ſinful Commiſſions, (the ſubſtratum or mate- 
riale, the matter whereof is the «Fit ſelf)- yea, it's denominated of them all 
in the Abſtract, Epb. 5.8. Rom.8. 7. ch. 1.29. Let now this irregular 
warping of the Faculties, this crookedneſs of the habitual Frame and In- 
clinations of the Soul, and diſconformity of its a&ions, 1/a. 59.8. letit,I 
ſay,be whatit willbe, inits-preciſe nature, ens reale rationii, modi entis 
of modus mods entis ;, ſtill it cleaveth to, and is affirmed of the Faculty, 
Habit, or A@t whereof itis the Mode, the Scriptures throughout; andhe 
that determineth, or is determined to an ACt forbidden, doth, or isſo alſo, 
_ to the Sin or Evil of it, in the Judgment of God ;, or to the evil Action in 
_ Eoncreto4, as well toits irtegularity, as to the Entity of the afion; which 
whilſt the Law abides, it can never really (onely by a ment.l Preciſion or 
AbſtraCion,.) be ſeparated from. __ but the Fundementym and termi- 
a 2 | = 
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145, and thegelation reſults. If a Man begets a Child, * the relation of Pa. 
ternity cgnnor'but follow, If the Souldiers do not keep their Rinks, or - 
ab'ervc not their due and proper Motions ;: the diſorder of the Army re- 
ſ.l:s,. and none can helpit, The Winding up or looſing of a {(tring, or 
Phyfical-undue Touch or motion of it, will-cauſe an: Irregularity ;or Dif. 
cord in Muſick ; and that by-Reſultancy from it.. So, let the' Habits and 
'Propenſions cf the Soul be wrong pointed, and its natural. Actions deter- | 
mined, as to the Entity of them, and manner of Being, croſs to: the Law 
of God, (whenceſoever it be) and its Harmony is'deitroyed ; Sin reſults, 
neither can the Guilt of it come any o her way. He that ſo acteth, doth, 
duagTIAav mitiy, make S n, Fob. 8. 34. nt $4201 
Sin, it's mexvouic a Tranſgreſſion, belides or againſt the Law, 2 Per. 
2.16, 'Agifeia Impiety, 2 Tim. 2,16, and megan , 3 Deflection from a 
ſtreight Line, Rom. 5. 14. and mgan]ous an Aberration, or Lapſe, v. 15. 
and.megzo) Diſobedience, v.. 19. and mwngia Pravity, AG. 3. 26, and 
'AvglIagria Foedity or Impurity,” Mar. 23.27. and Kaxia  Wickedneſs, 
Att. $, 22. and Il4o «Mia auama th, all Injuitice, or Deviation from 
the Rule of, Righteouſneſs, is Sin, 1 Fob.5; 17. The Queſtion is, of 
_ - what all this is Denominated ?: What it is, that whoever can juſtly be 
_ charged therewith,the Guilt of all that cleaveth to him ? Surely it's ſome- 
thing Real, not Imaginary onely that it's ſpoken of 3 it's as well of Habits, . 
as Privations; of Acts, as Oiniſhons; and hath an: Efficient Cauſe, and 
Real Foundation, with the Entity whereof; thoſe Relative Reſpects are 
Identified, and he that Cauſetn one, Cauſeth both. WH TENT 
That 'Em%yiz yabridled Concupiſcence, Row.7. 8. or the Habitual In- 
clination of the Whole Man to what is Prohibited, and Diſclination to 
what is Commanded. It's termed in Scripture, Sin;; the Body of Ssn,. and 
| Law of it, Rom. 7. 23. ſomething Preſent, Dwelling,; and. Moving in 
the Subject, v. 5. 17.cb. 8. 3. Sometimes it's ſaid tq-Warre, ſometimes 
pamwew to: Reign, or to Lord it; (this Non-ens, as fome will have it,) 
tt not Sin Reign iu your Mortal Body, that ye ſhould obey it in the Luſfs 
| thereof, Rom. 6. 12, This our Catechizes teach-to he a'Corrupt Nature 
Inhering or Dwelling in us, poxdms a weight, and an Operative , EffeQive 
Princiole. an anomalow thing; yet the fames peccate,.the Source and Foun - 
tain of all AQual Tranſpreſſion. \ The Natural Habit or Inclinztion, is quid 
yeale, ſomething Real and Exiftent, an Active Quality. It's the Soul, the 
| Form, that Aceth; but by the Habit it's diſpoſed to Act ; its. Faculties, - 
- and Habits, or Diſpoſitions, are its Inſtruments of AQtion, and concurre 
ſubordinately thereunto. ROT 424 SO ht - 
If it lnclineth, ſtands Bent, or Deternuned towards what the ng 


bids, orbe pointed repugnantly to Rule, It's #ax&ia an Evil Complexion, 
Habit or Coltitution of Soul; a Leprofie,/ſa.1.6. a Running ſore upon 
it, P/. 38. 5. it's morc than a Privat:on, 'it's a contrary Habit ts Good, 
a Plague on the Heart, Hof, 11.7. Inclinatio ad malum & probibitum res 


_ 6eprocanter, toincline to any Act or Object that God Prohibits, is to En- 


cline to Moral Evil, or Wickedncſs; and ſuch Inclinarion (of Mind, Will 


or AﬀeQions,) or ſo modified, and determined; is Wicked and Sinfull; - 


the Entity of it is ſo morally,” (not Phyficilly,) ſo is the Miadits ſelf fo 
Aﬀeted, Ait. 14. 2, the Will, Eph. 2. 3. and Afedions, Rom, 3, 26. 
as well as that which proceedeth or cometh out of them: For, from 
within, out of the Heart of Men, procecd Evil Thoughts, Adulteries, 


&c. ſaith our Saviour :. all theſe. Evil things ; and defile the Man, Atark. 


7. 21,23. having Eyes full of Adultery, '2 Per. 2. 14. | 
So for Omillions and Commiſſions, Omiſſons 5 There is none that cal- 
leth upon thy Name, that ſtirreth up himſelf to take bold of- thee, Iſa. 64. 
7. There # nonetbat Vnderſtandeth, none that ſetheth after God, none 
rhat doth Good, Rom: 3.11, 12, "Ayagcu Ingrateſul, 2 Tim. 2, " Asopyot 
without Natural AfetZ-oz,v, 3, [ was an Hungred, and ye gave me no 
Meat ;, In Priſon, andye viſited me not, Mat.25.42. All this is Impiety, 
Sin,or Unrightcouſnceſs. By what thendoth a Man Contract the Guilt of 
all,” but by a. non agency nor non-exertion of ſome Phyſical 4, which 
the Law of God, ſome affirmative Precept requtreth ?- it reſults from it, 
In like- manner for Commiſſions ; They are all gone our of the Way, 
Rom. 3.12. Their Throat is an open Sepulchre , With their Tongues they 
bave ufed deceit, QC, v.13, this is Sin and Wickedneſs. The Quelſiton 
1s whether Sin hath anv Efhcient, or Author, or not? Or if ſo, what it is 
to be the Author of it? Sinisthe Tranſgreſſion of the Law, ſaith the .4- 
 Poſtle, 1 Foh, 3.4.- But be that liethcarnally with another mans Wife, or 
that taketh away the Life of an Innocent Perſon, or uncondemned, 8c. 
Tranſgreſſeth the Law, Fam.2.11, Ergo, Sotodois Sin, The very .natu- 
.. ral Act is ſuch: Pur but the Law, and the AR, 'and it reſults; /f ye 
have reſpei# of Perſons, ye commit Sin, and are convinced of the Law as 
| Tranſgreſſors, v. 9. You aret he Authours of it. Hence ſuch Actions re- 
ceive a new denomination, when [llegal. *The Natural Uſe of Woman is 
lawfull, but thatis not called Adultery ; So, to take away-the Life of man 
_ in ſome caſe; but that is not termed Murder as before. Fam, 2. 11. - All 
Eating and Drinking, is not Surfetting and Drunkenneſs ; nor every tak- 
ing of a Purſe, Theft;nor ſaying Yea or Nay, Lying ;but as the queſtion is 
put, .Ai.5. 8, themodification then of theſe natural Acts, (the: Power 


whereof is from God, 47, 17,28. ).the Specifying and Determining them 


this 


>, 


——— 


6 HE [30] Ele 
this or the other way, with their Relation to God's Law, is that whichgi- 
_ veth them both Name and Thing, If a man ſayeth Yea, when by the Law 

of God he ought to ſay Nay, it's Lying, and the phyſical At Sin, or Tranſ- 
--grefſion. To pour water, and to Baptize in the Name of the Father, Son, 


mo _ and Holy-Ghoſt, isno Sin,(yea may be Righteouſneſs; ) but ſo to do, and 


| fay, over a Beaſt, can never be but Sin : To Namethe Word Devil, is 
| is not alwayes Sin; But to Baptize a Chriſtian into his Name, hath a 
moral Aalignity in it, that can never by the Wit of Man be ſeparated 
roy it; but that he that determineth to the AC, doth alſo to the Obliqui- | 
ty of it. , | EEE 
: Heace it is that Men are ſaid to hatch and contrive Miſchief, 7/a. 59. 4. 
to do Wickedneſs, Ger. 39. 9. or Unrighteouſneſs; Lev, 19. 15. Rom. 1, 
29. and to commit Sin, F4. 2. 9. (the Abſtract for the Concrete, ) this; 
though it may not be Good Meraphyficks, is found Divinity I am ſure It's 
meant of Acts oblique, and thwarting Gods Law; Termed a Working of 
Wickedneſs, 2 K:n9. 21.6, It's the AQt or Subſtratum only thatis meant, 
or that Man doth, when he is ſaid to be the Authour or Worker of Sin ; and 
that he pleaſeth himſelf in, when he is ſaid to take Pleaſure in Unrighteouſ- 
neſs,2 T beſ.2.12.0r that his Members are Serviceable to, when he is ſaid to 
yield them as Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs, Rom.6.13.0r that he repents 
him of, when he is ſaid to repent him of his Wickedneſs, 47. 8. 22. 
and beg pardon for it, Pſal. 32. 2,5. or that Men are Damned for, when 
they are ſaid to Receive the Wapes of Unrighteouſneſs ; And yetſurely 
thatis Sin, Rom. 6. 20, 23. theſe things halt thou done, Pal. 50.27. 
And diverſe Aﬀection : Sin hath predicated of it; ( whereas n07 entis 
nullieſt affeio) It's ſaid to be Intended,and Remitted ;ſome to be greater, 
ſome lefſcr Sins, and Sinners, Ger. 15. 16. a Wonderfull and Horrible - 
thing -is' Committed, Fer. 5. 30. and 23. 14. it's ſaidalfo to leaven, 1 
Cor, 5.6. andits ſelfto be purged out, 2 Per. 1. 9. ſome to be overcome 
of it, 2 Pet. 2, 19, and others to overcome it, Row. 12. 21, being a- | 
ware of its deceit, Heb. 3. 13. What can all this and the like be affirmed 
of : but of ſomewhat that hath Entity ? It's the Material, the Subitrate 
rhatter,. or Subject, the Illegal Habits, or Operations of the Soul, that 
is called Sin, and the Body of it, Rom. 6.6.. a, | 
Yet farther, If fin be a non-ens, Nothing, Or hath no Efficient ; nei- 
ther is Grace any thing, nor hath it God for its Authour,nor yet man: This 
appeareth from the Rule of Contraries ; contrariorum eadem eft ratio. 


os) 


-.. Sin and Grace, Righteouſneſs and Unrighteouſneſs are oppoſed contrari- 


ly, (not privatively in Morals) Sub habits, vel attione worali, They are © 
$wo Contrarics mecting ſometimes in the ſame Subject, and — 
| | there, 
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| there, Gal. 5. 17. As Grace, or Holineſs isan EleCtive habit of the Mind 
and Will, or an At Imperated of it, commenſurate to the Law of. God: 
So is Vice or Sin, in the Mindor Will, a- Habit or At defleting fromthe 
ſame Rule ; And in the AbſtraQt the deflection (oppoſed to commenſura- 
tion) is its Vitiocity or Sinfulneſs;; and the Will of man is'the Efficient 
cauſe of it, of Evil equally as of Good. Errour hath its Radicationinthe | 
Mind, as wellas Truth; and tobe Wiſe todo Evil, hath as much of En- 
" tity init, as todo Good, Fer. 4. 22. Blindneſs, Darkneſs, or Ignorance 
is indeed nothing Poſitive. If it beof what the Nature of man is Incapa- 
ble of, or was never Endowed with ; It's but Simple Neſcience, a Nega 
tion only : If of Natural things only, the loſs of an'Endowment of Mind 
in the diſcerning of, and Knowledge in and about things not Relating to 
_ Religion, wherein yet Man once had Underſtanding, and was capable 
of; It's a Privation; but no Sin, or Moral Evil, If a Man becometh. 
Ignorant or Neſcient in or unto the compaſſing of what is by the Law of 
God forbidden; It's Metaphyfical Evil, (if I may ſotermit,) a Privati- 
on of ſomething that hath an Entity, and with which tranſcendental Good 
| (the common Aﬀection of Entity) is Convertible ; but it's Moral good, 
Fam. 3.15. let not my Soul come into their Secret, Gez. 49, 6, Igno- 
rance or Darkneſs in and about the things of God, and of the Spirit, be it 
jaris or falti, of the Law, or of the Adequation of the Actto'it, 1 Tim. 
- 6.5. I1ſa,5. 20. if of that which is due and was:connate to man to know 
and Underſtand, it's a Privation (viz.) of that, the Habit or Power 
whereof was once an Humane Endowment; (and the which he is a Sub- 
jet capable of having again retrived, by a Supernaturaland Divine pow» 
cr) .and PerfeCtive of man : an1its Moral Evil, The Soul or Mind of 
Man is the Subſtratum or Subject of it, or that thatis ſodeprived + and 
being deſtitute of Light and Truth, it's ens moraliter Malum, a Being e- 
thically Evil, a depraved Faculty, Eph, 4. 18. and he that extinguiſheth 
the Habit, cauſeth the Privation, andall the Evil that cnſueth, Row, 1.28. 
2 Pet. 3, 5. The Pravity or Sinfuineſs of .the Soul, or its Faculties, by rea- 
ſon of that Privation, is from the Law requiring the contrary Habit. The 


Formal Nature thereof, is its diſcrepancy and repvgnancy to Lawor Rule; _. 


and hathas much of Entity in it, as when the fandamenrum, the Foundatis 
on of that relative Reſpect, is quid poſitivum: ſomething poſitive, as a 
Habit. And the reaſon of Sin is the ſame,in Omiſſions, and Commiſſions; the 
Will is culpable in both alike,either Efficiently or Deficiently; and the Obli- 
quity or Hlegality of the one, hath as:much of poſitivity in it, as of the other. 
; Neither hath: Righteouſneſs or. Holineſs, the contrary Mode of Being, 
any thing more of Entity, (as hath been ſaid) than Sin or Unrighteouſneſs ; 

| | or 
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2 -or is there any more of Efficiency to the one than the other. Neither Sin, 
_--, *nor Grace, | Piety, or Impiety can ſubfilt out of any Subject, or hang in 
| the Air; #nconcreto, & abſtratto inthat they agree. Harmony and Diſ- 
cord, Otder and Diſorder, Conformity and Diſconformity, ReQtitude and 
Obiiquity, Righteouſneſs and Unrighteouſneſs, a an Efficient Cauſe; 
- and Men are ſaid as well to do'the one, as the other, it we may Credit the 
Scriptures, 17Foh, 3.7, 10: Lev. 19. 15. Rom. 6, 23, *Adagtogia Uncor- 
.. rvptneſ;, or 'Aptagoa Sincerity, Tit. 2.7, which is as Salr, that render- 
eth every Inſtance of Obedience Savoury; hath no more of- Poſicivity in it, 
than the Contrary Deceit, Corruptneſs, Prevarication, or Hypocrifie, of 
which the former is the Negation; wi:hout Hypocrifie, 1/a. 3.17. 1 Per. 
3. 4. thatis, Upright, in the Affirmative. Yea, one and the ſame A&@ or 
Ation, every way alike Circumitantiated, may and have receivedeither 
Denomination ; ſometimes, that of Good or Righteons,” and then apain of 
Sinful or Unrighteous ; upon the Alterationof the Law, the Standard of 
Righteouſneſs, J-ſh.7. 20,21. and chap, 8. 2. So it was with reference 
to the Ceremonial and Judicial Law,afrer the Coming of Chriſt.If in /ine4 
Phyſica theJews kept their courſe, Afted and did, what before that they 
practiſed:, thoſe ſame Aftions were now Impious and Sinful, that before 
were Pious and Good.Shall we then think that theGoodneſs andRettitude of 
the ſame'natural Habits and Ads, was ens, and had:an Efficient Caife, 
(when the Law was in force) but yet that the Malignity. and Obliquity of 
them was nthil, (aſter its Repeal,) and had no Cauſe at all? whatdidthey 
more in'the One, than inthe Other? its too Subtile for me to underſtand. 
The Truth is, he that is the' Authour or Efficient of the 4&,is the Authour 
or Efficient of both. Righteouſneſs, or Unrighteouſneſs (freight, or 
oblique,) is. bug the 94975 or Habitude of the 244, and. all its Circom- 
 Rancesro Law; and he that Doth or Cauſeth the A, Doth or Cauſeth 
Riphreotſneſs or Unrighteouſneſs,(according]y as the ſame 4 is Conform 
_ or Inconformand Croſs to the Law of God) and that in a proper Senſe 3 
or the Scriptures do never treat-ofithe one or the other properly.at all, 
. Did not Solomon Ki ng'ofj Iſrael ſinby theſe things? Neb. 13. 26: 
What hath becn ſaid may ſuffice for the Explicgtion. of the Scriptural 
Notion of Sin. To' reafſume then our. former Argument, and reduce what 
kath' beenbefore inſiſted on to the Caſein hand, TA B10 
X14) As to Original: Sin, originansI mean, that of Adam, and ours in 
Him: - If our firſt Parents: Inadvertency, or Om:ſſon of a due Exerciſe 
of Reafon and-Underſtanding' ; if their: Eating of the Forbidden: Fruit 5 
if xhieiy Loſs and Depravation of the Image-of:God 1n [Knowledge and 
+  _. - * Eiphtineceſſary to Condutthemunto God and Holineſs; or their Declim- 
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ing from God, and Indlination and Propenfion to the Flefh- pleaſing, con- 
trary tothe Law of God, was Sin, Then accordingly it followeth fron 
our Adverfaries hyjorbeſis, that God muſt be the Author of Sin : But the 
Antecedent is true : Ergo the Conſequent. ESA 
+: The Antecedent is proved, Ger. 3.6. what # this that thou haſt done ? 
faith God, v, 13, 17. 1 Ti. 2. 14. Rom.5.12, Col. 3. 10. Nor cart it 
 bedenied tobe Sin. | | * 
_ . The Conſequent is evident, in that they make God to be the firſt Canſe, 

_ and Predeterminer of Man untoall that, in gh: Branch thereof. That 
Adam did not Advert, Weigh, and better Conſider the Evil and Danget 
of Complying with the Tempration, was they fay from Gods withdraw-- 
ing his Influence, and Cauſation from him, as often as man doth not Will 
or A; he therefore doth it not, fay they, becauſe God doth not deter- 
mine him to 'it ; 'and that Non-determination,- or Suſpenſion of God, 
meerly of irs ſeif, without any poſitive «fron inureth to the preventieg of 
all Operation of the Creature, ' 'They affirm, that God did ſubtract or 
take away from Adam before his Fall, that ſpotleſs Light, and Primoge- 
nial PerfeQion of his Underſtanding, wherein he was at firſt Created, and 
and left him ſo'denuded or ftript to ſhift for himſelf : that moreover God 
did Predefine his Lapſe or Fall, and that in Execution-of his Dectee, he 
did Premove, andEfficiently, by his Phyſical Influx, Predeterrmine his 
,. Will to the Eating of the Tree, whereof he Commanded him n6t.td Eat 
to chuſe that-rather than the other, and that Indeclinably,: fo as that it was 
Inevitable to him, conſidered as he ſtood in Subordination to the aforeſaid 
Decree, and Efficiency of God, tind his neceſſary Dependence' 6n him - 
(thoughs# fenſu diviſo, conſidering him, or'tis future AQ, without the 
Conſideration of the Decree and Effiziency 'of God,' or his Dependence 
upon himin'efſt &-operari, or ſecluditig the Fortknowledge of: God of 
all: future: Contingencies, &c. which is impoſſble':' they deny: nor but 
that he might poſſibly haveſtood, and not have been ſo Predetertmined by 
him, or Cauſed to Fall;) either I ſay all that was not Sin,” nor-Culpable ; 
eraccording to them God was the Author of his'Sin or Tranſgreſſidn. ' * 
»So in like-manner, (2) For our Perſonal Original Sin, orram I'menh, (or 
&f 9000s ws which -«b orig#ne we'brinp'into the World with vs,Fob 14: 
4-1f God'be the Anrhour and Efficient of our Habits or Iiclinationsinthe 
General, andtheir- Specifier and Determiner, giving them their Biaſsthat 
way they propend or:go,namely,contrary'to his Law;then is hethe Ave bour 
of $i: But according to therfi who go the'way of Phyſics! Predetertnination 
lie; doth'the former ; Brgo accotding to them kedoth the latter alſo, - 
| The Minor istheir own ———_ ſay that\not ohelythe phe of 
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. Willing, and the radical affeQions of Love and Hatred; but their aliena- 
ion fromthe Life of-God, the Habitual Pointing and Determining them 
blique and Croſs to his Law, to. the Love of the: Word .and Fleſh-plea- 
ſing, and to the Hatred of Himfſelf,: and: Enmity,,to his Law, both; their. 
Entity and Madification,God is the prime Cauſe and Efficient of; Hefrom 
Eternity foreſaw it, 'and thatin his Decree, with which his Efficiency runs 
Parallel ahd Even, in all and every Creature-effect; all that hath Entity. . . 
The Connexion or Conſequence of the Major Propoſition, will not I 
ſuppoſe be Denied, namely, that the Habitual Dif-inclination; of: the Souk 
to-Holineſs,. or Propenſion and Inclination to- 4&s Diſcrepant;to the Law 
of God, (ſuch as the Hatred of God, and averſation unto his Commands) 
is indeed Sin, or the Law of Sin, Row. 8.3.5. lt then God be the Authour 
and Determiner of, or unto that, he is ſo ef- Sin, - + > + --; * ory 
\ The Caſe is ſtill the ſame, as to AFual Si, whether of Omiſſion, or: 
Commiſſion, If God he the Cauſe of mensnot Hearing the Word, Rea: 
ding, Praying, Omitting, or -not Exerciſing of this -and- the other_at: 
which his Law Commandethand O:ligeth-them unto, cauſe prohibens, by: 
his Suſpending or Denying that Influence of his, without which the:Crea-: 
ture cannot move or at# at all, butis Determined to a Nor-agency ;' then: 
is the Anthour, or is wholly.in Cauſcof all-Sin againſt the affirmative Com-- 
-mands6f his Law but according to our Adverſaries in,this- point, heis - 
ſo - * Ergo. [LEES rr. I. T7, a> 31 PE : 734 EE. » 
. . -Thatthe Omiſhon of many Phyſical aF- is Sin cannot be denied, Afar. 5; | 
42; But that God by his Non- operation doth Predetermine the Ct eature U- 
niverſally toa Not-aQing, is their conſtant DoCtrine,as ro all Natural Acts, 
(nor onely. as to Gracious7or [truly Pious s&s, the which we. grant in a 
Senſe,-lince Man hathdiſabled himſelf); Then by undeniable Conſequence 
is God:the Cauſe, yea the Sole Cauſe of-fuch Sins ;. for Man dothnothing. 
atalltherein, neicher-(according to them) can do, nor-ever: could :: and: 
that:.Comman aſſertion of Divines,, wherewith they have been-wont to 
ſtop the, Mouths: of ObjeCtors againſt [the 'Equity Gods: procedure 

with Man; for:that he gannot do. this and/that-; :n#hely! that Man-once | 
had Power; isby.them Exploded as Hetergdox;,| and of mo, Uſe, :if ghigbe 
true(Again, If God Premovethiand Efficacioully. by his Influenteand.Cau« 


 * fation Predetermineth men unto the Perpetration of Acts Repugnant tothe. | 


Negative Preceptsiof his Law, ſuch as'Glyttony, and Drunkenneſs- (not 
bare Eatiog.and Drinking) Fornication,. Adu'tery, Inceſt, and the.like'; 
- then -isihe-the  Anrbowr or Predeterminer of Sin .. orelſe thoſe Acts are nv» 
-Sins : But God cavſeththoſe Acts, according to.them. Man! they would 
have to. be the (Deficient Cauſe, -and God the prime: Efficient: ! __ 


— 
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AAsfay they were'from Eternity future : and that'could not be without a 
Cauſe; If Gods Willthen, were nor it, there mult be an Effet without a 
Cauſe; This they term an Inſoluble demonſtration, - that: ſuch EfteQs 
have God-fortheir Cauſe; - Thence they proceed to Argue, that the Ope-, 
ration of the:ſecond'Cauſe,is the EffeCt of the Precurſe'of the firſt. Cauſt; 

as Icſs- Worthy, 'Dependent, ad Subordinate to it, &c. Nowlet any: ons 
ſhew me; how'God for Inſtance ſhould Premove or Excite 4cban to covet 
the  Babyloniſh Garment, the Silver and the Gold, Foſh. 7. 21.: How he 
ſhould Predetermine him by his ' Phyſical Influence, to Will and to Do, 
to take them, and to hide them. in the Earth, (which himſelf acknow- 


ledgeth- to: be Sin, v. 20. add. for the 'whichdoing, -or for the:paſſing of 
which. AQ out of its 'potentiality into Exiſtence, and:determination, he 
died,). and yet not be the Authour or Cauſe of that Sin'of his: how.God 
ſhouid EfleEtually cauſe that Numerical 4, but not the Ob.iquity : of it, 
the Law abiding ; Or what Achan the Secondary Inſtrument did more ; 
If it be Granted but that he was the Subordinate Author of that Wicked- 
neſs, (though Inevitable tohim.) But enough of that. Dane 
. Arg. 2. : Theaforeſaid Hypotheſis of Gods Predetermining all ſinful 
Actions, reflectcth onthe Attributes of God ; and therefore isnot to be 
admitted, . - - 0s bo 2K 3 * | ; By 
- (1) It aſperſeth the Eſſential Holineſs of Gog, 1 Per. 1. 15, 16. 
- whilſt he is made to predetermine to, and by "is mergetical- Operation 

to give a. Shall-be, or determinate Exiſtence toall the Impious Actions: 
Conceived, and Committed in the World ; Yea to AQtions intrinſecally 
Evil; not only contrary to the Light of our Nature, the Tz Teom 715 
oVoes, to the Fundamental Principle of Reaſon relating to Morals; 
But -Repugnant to. its own Nature, (which is regula regulens,) ſuch as 
are not ſo, from the bare Will or-Pleaſure of God prohibiting them ; 
But by Reſultancy from his Nature, and from the Eternal Reaſon of the 
thing, in ConjunCtion with the Habitude or Relation that we ſtand in to 
bim, and which himſelf cannot alter nor change : As, to hate his Bleſſed 
ſclf, and to Lye and Blaſpheme his Holy Name, .to ſay in the Heart that 
there is no God, or to Curſe him. As. toſuch Ats or Actions,. God 
himſelf cannot alter the Standard which they run croſs to, nor can ſepa- 
ratetheir Entity from their Obliquity, or make them not to be Wicked- 
neſs, And yet this he ts ſaid, by thoſe whom I Oppoſe, toPredetermine men. 
to, even to thoſe very A, (but not to the Sinfulneſs they ſay.) More 
tolerable is the Opinion of the 2fanichees, who feigned two Gods, one to 
be the Author of Evil, and the other of Good ; than ſoto affirm, or 
to Father ſuch Aions on thetrue God, | — 


EE (2) It 


: !(aJ It Inipeachtth the' Legiſlative Righteouſneſs of: God, and theB- 
quity bf his Law. It hath heen Generally taken for Grouted, that God not 
ofily ade Man withthe Faculties of Reaſon and free WiY, without which 
_ he had nat beens Being of ſuch a Jo or kind as had been capable of a- 
of Law; But'that alſa he was furniſhed with whatever might adapt him 
_ to the keeping'of that Law ke ſhould be put under: and that the ſame 


_ . "was due to him from Gods Juſtice or Righteouſacſs of Condecency, (as 


_ due to his Soul, in Caſe he Expected Obedience from him, ) and that he 
| ſhould be no wayes neteſfitated to tranſgreſs, or Qbedience be rendred 
impoſſible to him, from any Cauſe Extrinſecal to himſelf. Now all this 
the former.Ayporheſis overturneth. Where then is the Equity of the Law? 
or by what ſhall the Righteouſneſs of God be vindicat:d? If it be true, which 
is by them maintained, that God never gave toa Man a ſclf-determining - 
Power: (through his Aſfiftance,) that he never made, nor could make ſuch- 
3 Creature as might or could poffibly ſpecify his own A: ; that could 
Chuſe or Refuſe, but as himſelf firſt degermineth him : That it were s 


' -ContradiQtion to ſuppoſe it; For that he muſt bea God, (not made af- 


ter his Image) that doth it: Nor could God foreſee if it were ſo, what he 
would: Ifſne in; Nor bis Supremacy he Retained over ſuch a Subject, 
what Reaſon then that man ſhould be Obliged by any Law, when he 
can neither Will nor Chvſe in any Inſtance of A@:ar, whether thig or 
that ſhall be ornat be? ghick is Efſential to the /dea of a Subject capable 
of Moral Government, ind Obnoxious to an Enquiry about it. Yet far- 
ther, If Man cannot but Omit what God Efficaciouſly determineth him 
not to, but muſt abide in an Everlaſting Indetermination, why ſhou'd he 
by Law be Obliged to a Natural Impoſibility ? And if God Invincibly de- 
termineth him unto eyery Aon that he doth, by what Righteous Law 
ſhould he be Obligedto bo above God, orto be Stranger than he ? Thus 
ta reſolve alt Mans Wickedne's inta Neceffity, is to jaſtific him, and to 
Condemn God: Newo tenctur ad impoſſibile, PE he 4 
- * (3) It refleteth on the Wiſdomand Counfell of God in the Conftitu- 

_ tion of his Law. The Law muſt be rather for himſelf, thanfor them, if 
Man cannot nor never could ever put in A the leaſt Thoughtor Motion 
eanform, nor inconform to it, but as he Predetermineth him. A Man 
might- as Rationally make a Law for his re, Hawmer or Saw; for, 
though his Eleive Power goes along they ſay with Gods Precurſe or 
Premotion : Yet inno Inſtance can he turn this way or the other, but as he 
is fir [nclined by the Law-giver, and Predeterminedareecedeneer therein. 
Let the Law Speak what it will for it, or againſtit, ſic the Inftrumenc 
cag neither Move, nor AQt otherwiſe than it doth ; whatthen — 
| NO R 


{ ONT 
the foleminity of «Law? vr to what End ſhould it be defigned'? 
Ca) Telempeacherhthe Fidelity and Sincerity of God 'in his Expoſtula.. 
ions with Men, if nothing be within the Verge of their Power. Why - 
will you die ſaith be ? Ezek, 18. pup bn har Ty bs aa at their Sin, 
and Ruine thereby.” What ſhall we think of his Upbraiding Men for it, 
-and proteſting he willed the contrary ? O that my People would Conſider, 
&c. Dent, 5. 29. and 32. 29. J/a. 48. 18," Fer.\ 44. 4.-Pſa. 18.19. 
At. 11.20. and 12.41. If he himſelf Indectinably Predetermineth them 
to the very thing which he dehorteth them from, and Worketh in them 
both to will and to do, ſo as that they eando no otherwiſe ; No Man cat 
fo rm a Conception of God, more repugnant to the Notions that the Scrip- 
ture hach given us of his Nature and-Properties,' If 1 miſtake not ; Awoe 
2, 11,12, 13. et | | wm a oF 
Arg. 3. The former Hypotheſis of Phyſical Predetermination, It over-. 
turneth the DoEtrine of Original Sin; Andof its Traduction. If on the 
one Hand God did ſobſtrat his Gift from Adam before he Sinned, and 
deprive him of that Light and Ability which he once had, and without 
which he couldno longer ſtand, before any fault or forfeirureof- his, (and 
ſodctermined him to fall in Execution of his Decree, as is ſometimes ſaid:) 
by what Rule ſhould his Poſterity be Obligedtill to have that, (which 
though the Nature of Man was capable of it, yet was never due toit, 
and) which God himſelf took away ? or why ſhould it be tertned Sints 
want it ? when it's by no fault of his that it's wanting, nor was Fever by 
God intended to be continved ? It mutt be a meer Negation,- no Privation; 
Since there covldnot be debitam inefſendi, any due Obligation of having it 
if their Suppoſition: be true : No more than-is an a Beaſt to Reaſon; Shall 
the Lord and Maſter of the Family take the Candle out of the Room, 
(not the Servants Extinguiſh it,) and then make it an 'Offerice that they 
are inthedark, andchallenge them for their not working ?: or will it folve 
the matter to tell them that it's a Privation, Darkneſs, a n6n-Eitity, atid 
therefore he 'could not cavſe it? Soon the other Hand, If that which is 
termed the Corrupt Nature dwelling in Man, be ens as it is a Quality of 
Habit, andall that hath Errity be the Workmanfhip of God, (as they ſay 
_ ſtis; or elfe Man muſt have a Creative Power, ) and alſo gvod : why 
then do we call it frm, nd Original fin? or if it be bil, a non-Entiry, 
how then doth it defcend ? How is it Traduced, Fob. 3.6. and faid to be 
- ours by real Inhefionand Contagion, as the whote Church confeffeth?faith 
Davenan. © | | h 
- 4. Tr ftzineth the Glory of free Grace in the Pardon of Sin, and 
caſteth a Blemiſh upon-the Whole of the Meditationof ©hrift, vow 
| | 2ORy 


* 


Pe EIN 1. 38-1 : 
Conviction! can-poſhibly poſſeſs 'the'Mind of Man- of the Riches of Gods 
. Graceiin the Pardoning of ſin, whilſt it's maintained that the abounding of 
finful Aft:on5 (not to ſay-fin) igas, well from God, (the Efficient and. Pre- 
determiner unto them, )-as the Superabounding of Grace in the Remiſſion of 
them?-Rom. 3.7. and 5.20? What ſenſe canabide upon the Soul, of the 
Grace of Chriſt, in his beingmade Fleſh, and bearing the. Wrath of God 
for thoſe Tranſgreſſions, * whereof himfelf as God was the Prime Efficient, 
and the which, man by his own Influence and Cavuſation was Indeclinably 
- Predetermined unto? He that ſhall Cauſeor Determine another, (fuppo- 

ſing. him a Rational Agent, and capable of ſuch an. Impreſs,) freely and 
willingly to do. tbat which in the Iſſue will prove Rottenneſs in his Bones, 
{asProhibited,. or Illegal A&:ons will do, -Fob.20. 11. Pſal. 38.5.) will 
Receive little thanks tor his Cure, whatever Colt he may beat, When 
himſelf cauſed' the Diſeaſe, and the which, had he not done it, there had 
been no need of a Remedy for it. - | | Da 
- Arg. F. If the, Doctrine of our Adverſaries be true ;- What meaneth 
then the Combating of. the Spirit of God againſt fin, or Mens being ſaid 
to grieve, and to Quench'the Spirit? 1 Theſ. 5. 19. it muſt accordingto- 
thar:Hyportheſis be God on both parts ; His own CounteraQtion inthe Sub- 
' zeR. And ifall the firit motions of the Imagination, all Diſtraction in. Re- 


ligious Duties, all the vain Thoughts emerging out the Heart of Manin 


their Numberleſs Operations be from God, as the firſt Mover and De- 
terminef® why then ſhould Man be Res at his Peril todiſlodge them ? 
Fer. 4. 14. Whatisit that he can do? Or ſhould he Enterprize theE- 
viction and Expulfion of the ataxie or Obliquity of them, whilft that God 
himſelf keepeth the Entity of them in poſſeſſion, and in aQtual Operation ? 
Dent. 15. 9. [i Toy PLE, 
= It layeth the Axe to the Root of all Repentance for what is 
done and paſt -* Itraſeth the Foundation thereof, and Excludeth the very. 
Jdeaof.it, A Man may bewail Impreventable diſaſter; but cannot pre- 
vent him, of that whichhe could never have helped, 2 Cor, 7. 11. I ap- 
| pealto theſenſe of any man living, whether his Heart be wont to reproach 
him, for the doing of that wherein he was no way wanting to himſelf, or 
for that, the which were it todoagain, mult be done, and could be no 0- 
therwiſe, on no Account whatſoever within his Power, now,nor ever be- 
fore. If Man by the Neceſſity of his Being, and from the. Exigency of 
his Condition, as a dependent Being, cannot move, ſave that way he is 
premoved; and cannot but act that way that he is Predetermined or act- 
ed ; why then,when he ſees the Event, ſhould; he wiſhit were Undone,and 
Repent him that” he did itz or not rather that God did it, if that be ine? 
| = C- 
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-and-pivetha Futurition, and Exiſtence to their 


the Earth do.right2Should 


nfs ON PIT 
Repentance is not founded in the Obediential SubjeCtion of the Creature, 
namely, that God could have cauſed him to do otherwiſe; or barely in 


- the Capacity of the Subject toreceive ſuchan Impreſs from the firſt Cauſe ; 


but on the Evitability of the FaCt, or Poſſibility of the contrary, from a. 


' Principle Intrinfick and Connate to himſelf. Yea, who or where is the 


man, -that dare go toGod in Prayer, with ſuch a Notion in his head,” and 
hold to it, that he is not to Confeſs that he could have done more Good, and 
omitted more Evil, than Eventually he hath? Neb. 9. 16, 17, 26, 29. 
Ezra. 9:10, 14. had not Davidjult Cauſe to Repent him of his Lye that 
he' told to Abimelech, 1 Sam. 21. 2. and to acknowledge it a preventable 
AR, (which is tlie Sole aggravation of Sin, and true Reaſon of it, though 
all Sin is not now Preventable, as fome is :) though I know not why or 
how he ſhould fodo, were it true which is by ſome Affirmed, that 5» linea 
pbyſica tothe Entity of the Act he was Predetermined of God, to ſpeak 
every Word and Syllable that he did, (whereof there was never a one 
true,) equally as in the ufing of his Tongue in the praiſing of his name. 

. Arg. 7. It kaveth not the leaſt Foundation, whereupon to bottom Gods 
Judicial Proceſs ag2inii Man in the Day of Judgment. To refolve mans 
Damnation into meer Dominion and Sovereignty, is abhorrent to God, 
and Crofs to all Scripture, Nor is there any thing more Repugnant to the 


' Notions of Juſlice and Righteouſneſs, (whichare the Attributes of God to 


be Diſplaied towards all that ſhall then be Caſt, or Perith, om. 3. 5. 
2 Thef. 1.5.) tharithat he ſhould be thought to. Adjudge his Creature to 
Endleſs Torment, for that which it could never Help ; or that he ſhou'd 
makethat a Crime, which himſeif was the Authour or Cauſe of, or Pre- 
detcrmined it to: /s God Unrighteons when be taketh Vengeance? abſit, 
God forbid, faith the Apoſtle ; how then ſhall he Fudgethe World? Rom. 
3. 6. God:may. beſtow freely his Mercy and ſpecial Favour where he 
pleaſes : but not fo the Effects of his:VindiCtive Juſtice and Wrath; there 
muſt be Cauſe for it, or it were not becoming his Righteouſneſs, and Holi- 
teſs'3 it werea Wrong and Injuſtice tothe Creature, as himſelf doth ad- 
m't,, and is, willing to render-gccountable to. any one. that. ſhall Challenge 
him-therein, ;.Exck 18. 254-29! 1/a. 5:3. Now, it's matter of Fact that 


.. the Inqueſt ſhall be about, 'in-the day of our Account,” Mar. 25. 25; 
: 30, 35. Rom.3.6.'1 Pet. 1.17. the ſubſtratum of Sin, (the fame, as in 


all Humane Courts of Judicature.) If then God be the Efficient Cauſe of 
the Fact, if he Premoveth men; and Predetermineth them to the Entity, 
| \Murder, Adukery, 
&-; rendering them neteſiary neceſſitate cauſalie&motiva:on what foot of Account then ſhall 
we fix the Equity of his rakir ky 17 rder them for the ſame?Shall not the Judge of all 
> Fade oproccedingghe like unto God? V.Vhat colour of Fuſtice 

ACh, were 


tel 


vt? or of moeeneſs in the Recompence? Heb, 2. 2; 

: Arg. 8. Li, = II Hypotheſis, It ſhakerh the niacin of Reveladen, w_ 
Authority the Re of Gods Judgment: Ir maketh God the 
WS wry Truth : Then did nor.the falſe Prophets. deceive the Peopl __ 

id, hs ſaith- the-Lord, Fer. 23. 17; (for itwas ens,) and'yet God hi 
tharkt phrts Lad6ncf their ownHeart, and'nor from him, w. 16. [The Queftion 
My them, God wy" "_—> in the Inſpiration. bd the true Prophers, than 
1n the gr 


as th 
Are. 9. If God ine Fees the eb pr k ps Dreratianel Man, . as'is affrined, there is no 
pn orb nor Foundation left _ Civil Government, Oeconomical or Political. It were 
om rn nberels  v $19 prey Ir were a horrid thing for Man net ro be aware 
ei, (nhreer Gn do, as they ſay) Humane Lawes:do preſuy the Lapſe, 
with one conſent it's agreed, that no man | be- -purt to the 
bf of his Life, or Member penally for Omitring, or doing ought, that is nor within 
reach ofhumane Power to determine concerning Itall the World be hot cheated there- 
m. What Manſheuld beſo Irrational 2s ro Reprove or Corredt Child or Servant, (3 yed 
his Beaſt, ) for that which-in good Earneſthe ſtands convinced that he.could nor 
- vent? The Fat, or Ominjon I mean, not-the anome only, which reſuks; fromthe 
h mn People uud pou” plde h whatT fay,.Mat. 21.29, 30. 
g. to, fr denieth co man his Efſenrial Nature,and ſpecifick form, (the Natural TOY 
of God, in give Þbyſics, wherein he was made, Gen. 9.6. )which is to have Dominion 0- 
ver his hg Aﬀts; Power of willing, or Niling, this, orthe contrary (in ſuch ſenſe as 
hath bee opened.) Whuz is-a-Natural Faculty or Adtive power, butan Ability cannate to 
the ubje&, (founded (founded. in nature, ) rendering it potent to ſuchan Effe ? "A Rtuall ullly. fo, 
or, that 'it may. and} can reduce 


 _ noſhiape my Puri off in nbftre poteſtate tibera- eff, faith Auguſtine. ' Yeatheformer 


wr apes of: God. Ie $ =o Going bur war 
firſt Qualiries, ye Princ! the General concurſe 
, Cretures can Operate 3 The een jay :- Tetra, I, and 
b vitruc of their p forms, (nor thar-the firft ; 26 woe 
hot in togee: er cold inthe preſetice of. the other. 
re, Or: Inoculation, 'Man ge dre cihorke: aRive Influence of the firſt: cx 
what Nature it ſhall ſhall give the fruit of. ſuch-a Stock to bez, Never to be: 


nto. AR ? Volantas noſtre, nec voluntas efſtt, niſf efſet in. 


- Miracle. And bene mereieed more necefarly as the Stone downwar, Fo Fobge a : 


wards, than to be moved unty oran Engine, (not inall 3-but 
a'to the.Effe&, without r=: 1b Sao bee comeary Evetn,) | ly in '{ 
mater of Offence wary bra (of which ous queſtion is, and) with witichs hane- 
re jp *y-tar Comme granted inconſiſtent, 3: pouſe, war what nced» 

Finally, econ ki nor ubverſive of all Religion, | 
pagnine ro over plain hana if I be'able'to judge 

i pry ow ay | Opp ge the £) and he Prof kg 
at is in this wor, as tal,-1he YE, of 

Fa not - of hg rs (not the exiſtence. of them,) _ but 35 "this warld ; TY *h 
Devil, 7oh18. «44+ who i 1s a Lyer, and when 'he 4 Lye, ia our Saviour, 
de ſho of Us own, is ——_ of: net, Jaw. 1-608 rob fax that be + Thr {of w_ 
_fo-Ev.Bat gvuery.man is te when he's araws andy 0 235 1380: £1463 
ET Eo nah entgy me rboder-n 
£ ro Grace, y 15 Ue17 aþ-3- 16,1 % 
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